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Voices in Deep L A

Screening of Voices in the Deep at the 2023
Melbourne International Film Festival,
directed by Jason Raftopoulos

Final farewell performance at the Sydney
Opera House by acclaimed Aussie rock trio
Camp Code. Singer-guitarist Georgia Maq
(centre) is ready for new challenges.

BEST HARD ROCK / HEAVY
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2023 ARIA AWARD nomination for the These
New South Whales band

Continue reading page 3 to find out more
about the Ithacan connection.
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Details on Page 8
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70 years since the devastating lonian Earthquakes
in 1953
EBAOMHNTA XPONIA AINO TOYZ KATAZTPO®IKOYZ
2EIZMOYZ ZTO IONIO TO 1953

The month of August 2023 marked 70 years since the catastrophic earthquakes which struck
Ithaca and the neighbouring Ionian islands of Kefalonia and Zakynthos. Foreshocks on August
9 and 11 were followed by the mainshock on 12 August which measured 7.2 on the Richter
Scale. Tremors and aftershocks continued in the days and months after. Located in a tectonically
complex area, the islands lie in the most seismically active region in Greece and among the most
seismogenic regions in Europe.

Damage across the islands was estimated to have totalled billions of drachmas. In Zakynthos, the
main town was decimated with three buildings left standing. In Kefalonia, the capital Argostoli
was flattened as was most of the island with the exception of a few places in the north such as the
town of Fiscardo with its heritage Venetian buildings. On Ithaca, more than 70% of the buildings
were demolished and it is estimated that all but 50 of the 1200 buildings in Vathy were destroyed.
The village of Lefki was razed. In the words of Evan John, an English observer in 1953: “... Lefki
was a truly terrible sight. A fortnight ago ninety-six houses had stood along the main street
or on the slopes above. Ninety-five were now in irreparable ruin. Their church and olive
presses were rubbish heaps.”

There was only one loss of life on Ithaca with a woman killed from a falling rock, but tragically,
455 people lost their life in Kefalonia and Zakynthos. The earthquakes destroyed a total of 27,659
buildings out of 33,300 which once stood on the three islands and raised the eastern coast of
Kefalonia by up to 70 centimetres — almost two feet above sea level.

The international community rallied immediately: foreign naval vessels in the Mediterranean
region at the time provided immediate disaster relief supporting the Greek armed forces. The Red
Cross was on hand as well. Foreign governments, notably UK, USA, France, Norway and Sweden,
provided assistance in cash and kind - food drops, tents and other necessities. International support
was also forthcoming during reconstruction. The English rebuilt the village of Lefki; the Swiss
built the Ithacan Naval College (now occupied by the High School/Lykeio) and the primary school
in Platrithia. Homes were rebuilt earthquake resistant to hopefully ensure that there would never
be the same level of devastation as occurred in 1953.

As well as causing major physical damage to buildings and infrastructure, the economic impact
of depopulation of the islands after the earthquakes cannot be underestimated. Many left Ithaca,
resulting in the largest ever mass migration to countries such as Australia, US, New Zealand and
South Africa, where relatives had already settled.

Photo above: Earthquake-damaged home overlooking Vathy harbour (photo, Spiros Meletzis,
courtesy Odysseus Network/Municipality of Ithaca); Below: Group photo of Greek armed
forces with locals (photo: Stathis Raftopoulos, August 1953).
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WEDDING

Paul and Helen Caravias are delighted
to announce the marriage of their
granddaughter  Karlie = McQuilllan
to Sam Prosser on the 9 September
2023. Karlie is the daughter of Janelle
Caravias, and Sam, the son of Robert and
Karen Prosser. The marriage ceremony
was attended by the immediate family
followed by a reception of 140 guests
at Studio 9 in Mornington. The couple
honeymooned in Thailand. Best wishes
to the newlyweds.

Karlie is looking forward to her
grandfather taking her to Ithaca!!

BIRTHS

It is with immense gratitude, happiness,
blessings and love, that we announce
to our Ithacan relations and friends, the
birth of Riley Jim Vider. Riley was born
on the 3 July 2023 at 6:36pm, 3.1kg and
47cm. He is the second son of Evelyn
Morraitis and Matthew Vider, a brother
to Jackson.
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Riley is the grandson of Helen (nee
Kantor) & Jim Vider and Athina (nee
Siskos) & Jim Morraitis, and the great-
grandson of Evangelia (nee Raftopoulos)
Pastras & Spiro Morraitis and Maria
(nee Barkas) & George Siskos. On
his mother’s side, Riley is fourth
generation of Greek descent, the great-
great-grandson of Ithacan migrants
Gianoula Lekatsas & Demosthenes
Morraitis and Vasiliki Varvarigos &
Dionysius Raftopoulos.

-

In Perth on 7 October 2023, family and friends celebrated the 98" birthday of Spirogiannis Artelaris at a lovely party organised by his
daughter Maria who is pictured right with her husband Adam Parsons. Spirogiannis was born in Vathy Ithaca in 1925 and lived there for
about thirty-five years before he came to Australia. We extend our congratulations on the achievement of this special milestone!
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Identical twins Nicole and Gillianne are
excited to announce the birth of their
respective babies, both born on the same
day, 22 August 2023, and weighing
exactly the same weight and length.

Pictured front, is William (Billy), the
first child of Nicole and John Patrikakos,
Beside William is Alexander, the third
child of Gillianne and Nick Gogas,
a playmate for brothers George and
Konstantino (Teddy).

William and Alexander are legally first
cousins but at a DNA level they are more
like half siblings. This is because the
children of identical twins share 25% of
their genetic material instead of the usual
12.5%.

Nicole and Gillianne are the daughters
of Lia Raftopoulos and the late Con
Trikaliotis, and the granddaughters of
the late Golfo and Naki Raftopoulos.
Congratulations to both families.

Congratulations to Anthony and Natalie
Theodore on the birth of their gorgeous
baby daughter, Zoe, on Christmas Eve
2022 in Sydney. Anthony is the grandson
of the late Anthony and Ourania Arthur
nee Kouvaras, and the great-grandson
of the late Petros and Zoe Kouvaras
nee Lekatsas. Natalie is the daughter
of Andreas and Chrystalla Shakallis of
Sydney. Na mas zisi

Congratulations to Kristina Tsalikis and
Zac Couyant on the birth of their second
child, Maggie Diamanda, a sister to Zoe
and the fourth great-grandchild of Helen
Vlass. Grandparents John and Eugenia
Tsalikis and George and Melanie
Couyant are delighted with the arrival of
another grandchild.

=

FIRST AID TRAINING: In July a First Aid training course was conducted
by St John Ambulance Australia at Ithaca House. Participants were taught
general first aid, how to provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and how
to administer the newly purchased defibrillator. All attendees were successfully
awarded a Statement of Attainment in CPR. Pictured in the midst of training
are Kathy Vlassopoulos, Anna Sofronas, Anna Vlass, Stephanie Cominos and

Anastasia Cominos.
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BIRTHDAYS

i
Ithacan Club member Iris Lucas, wife of Honorary Life
Member the Late Peter Lucas, celebrated her 83rd Birthday
with her three children, five grandchildren and daughter-in-
law on a Seabourn cruise through the Aegean. Prior to the
cruise, Iris spent time on Ithaca catching up with family and
friends. Happy Birthday Iris!

Gerry Raftopoulos turned 80 on the 6 June 2023. He was
born in South Africa, the son of Spiro (Manteki) Raftopoulos
of Platrithia and Sophia Vlassopoulos (Kokkosi) from
Agious Saranta. Gerry married Mary Maroudas (Kamenos)
daughter of Omiros and granddaughter of Kosta Maroudas
(Anoghi). In 2002, he emigrated with his family to Perth
from South Africa.

Gerry celebrated his birthday with his children,
grandchildren (pictured above) and simbetheri. While on a
recent trip to Ithaca, Gerry celebrated again with his family
and grandchildren at Myrtia Restaurant near Exoghi. He was
so touched when one of his grandchildren said, “Papou this
island is very special”, and excited that his grandchildren
feel a connection to the island of their forefathers and will
return one day.




These New South Whales
band nominated for
ARIA Award

The band These New South Whales
(TNSW) — Jamie, Todd, Will and Frank —
has been nominated for an ARIA Award in
the Best Hard Rock/Heavy Metal category
for its third album TNSW. The band is
one of Australia’s most revered punk acts,
winning critical praise and global fans who
resonate with their powerfully physical
and incisive brand of punk. The band’s
guitarist, Todd Andrews (below) is the son
of Ross and Elvera Andrews (Adelaide) and
the grandson of the late Olga and Hector
Andrews (Anagnostatos).

As well as music, the band has moved into
the world of comedy TV with The Comedy
Central and talk show-style TNSW Tonight.
Todd and Jamie are also co-hosts of the
popular What A Great Punk podcast, a fly-
on-the-wall interview series which has
developed a cult following in the alternative
comedy scene both in Australia and in North
America.

Farewell to Australian rock trio
Camp Code

Camp Code played their final ever show as
a band on 13 October 2023 at the Sydney
Opera House, during the Opera House’s 50th
Birthday Festival, which featured a month-
long series of gigs and performances at the
venue.

Camp Code s singer-guitarist Georgia Maq
(above) is the daughter of Anna Paxinos
and the late Hugh McDonald (formerly of
the Australian folk rock band Redgum), and
the granddaughter of Peter Paxinos, former
President and Honorary Life Member of the
IPS and the late Georgia Paxinos.

Together with  bassist Kelly-Dawn
Hellmrich and drummer Sarah Thompson,
the trio’s final performance was a celebration
of a career hard fought — and won — on their
own terms. Maq once said, “Camp Cope
is in defiance of everyone who’s tried to
bring us down, and it’s like: Well, you can’t,
because we have each other, and we’re a
mountain together.”

Formed in 2015, the band’s journey has
spanned eight years with three albums of
“fearless, emo-inflected indie rock and
pop” addressing issues such as gendered
inequality in the music industry. The
band earned critical acclaim, performed
internationally in Europe and the USA,
received ARIA and Australian Music Award
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nominations and have been voted in Triple
J’s Hottest 100. Camp Code released songs
that will go down as classic rebellious
tunes, and made the music industry a more
welcoming place for women, people of
colour and the queer community. Freya
Langley describes the band’s achievement:
“They leave behind an industry forever
changed by their fearless feminist activism,
and a legacy of empowered young fans.”,
(https://theconversation.com/)

Best wishes to Georgia who is now based in
Los Angeles working on new music.

Melbourne International Film
Festival (MIFF) screening of
Voices In Deep

In August a group of members attended
the Melbourne International Film Festival
(MIFF) for the launch of the latest film by
acclaimed director Jason Raftopoulos,
Voices in Deep, which he co-wrote with
AlKinos Tsilimidos.

The film is set in Athens — not the
stereotypical tourist Athens most of us are
familiar with — in the aftermath of Greece’s
refugee crisis in 2015-16, when almost
one million people crossed its border from
Turkey. A tragedy at sea connects the lives
of an Australian humanitarian worker and
two orphaned refugees as they fight for
survival in Athens. Through these two
separate stories which briefly intersect, the
film explores ideas of time, desperation,
identity, and freedom, and opens a world
to which most of us living in Australia are
never exposed to.

In the Q&A session following the screening
Jason (above) spoke about his motivation
for making the film and the underpinning
themes, and the use of ‘wide shot’
filmmaking to create the feeling that one is
watching from a distance, as an observer not
connected to that world. He also spoke of the
enormous challenges he and his production
team faced in executing his creative
vision when it transpired that filming
had to be completed during Covid with
all the associated Covid safe restrictions.
MIFF aptly described lVoices in Deep as
“an astute and touching examination of
statelessness, trauma, and time”.

In 2018, Jason Raftopoulos won the
Grand Jury Prize for Best Film for ‘West
of Sunshine’ at the Festival des Antipodes
in Saint Tropez, and the Best Director
award at the Barcelona International
Film Festival. Jason is the son of Denis
and Chrissie Raftopoulos (Melbos), and
Alkinos Tsilimidos is the son of the late
Tasia (nee Paizis) and Spiros Tsilimidos.
Anna Vlass
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LYKEIO ITHAKI
YEAR 12 AWARDS

On 12 September, the first day of the
school year in Greece, the annual Ithacan
Philanthropic =~ Awards for Academic
Achievement in the Year 12 Panhellenic
Examinations were presented to the
successful students. The awards, valued at
1000 euros each were presented by former
IPS President Nick Varigos at the school
assembly in Vathy.

Photo top: Nick Varigos (left) and the
Principal of the Vocational Lykeio, loannis
Dendrinos with Brikena Ntylia graduate
of the Vocational Stream. Brikena is
pursuing studies in Music at the University
of Macedonia. Nick is also pictured
with recipient Ekaterini Melidoni who
completed the General Stream, gaining a
position at the University of Thessaloniki to
pursue an Arts Degree (Philologia).

BPABEIA APIZTOYXQN AYKEIQN
IOAKHZ Tov  Zemtéufpo 2023
amovepnOnkay to kadiepopéva BpoPeio Tov
YVVOEGHOV LOG GE OPLOTOVYOVS MabNTéG,
tov [evikov kot Emayyeipotikod Avkeiov
10dKnc. To moudid pog €otehav €VYEVIKA
EVYOPIOTAPLOL KO  HOG  TANPOPOPNGOV
Y. TIg 6movdég mov Oo aKoAovOGoLV.
Xvyyaipovpe TG Awkarepivy Melidovy
Ko Mrapixéva Ntblia, 0xOlLEVOL TAVTO GE
avoTepa kat kabe emttuyio otn {®N TOLC.

Ithaca, the place to meet who's
who!!

Photo left: Toni (Razos) Tsalikis on holiday
in Ithaca this summer just happened to bump
into tennis star Rafael Nadal who happily
accepted a request for a photo. Nadal spent
the summer holidays touring the Ionian
islands on his luxury yacht.

NEWS FROM BRISBANE
by Voula Castan

On Friday 8 September 2023 Kristina
Maria Lecatsas and Matthew Bishop
were married in a traditional wedding at St
George Greek Orthodox Church in South
Brisbane. Kristina is the daughter of Demitri
and Lynda Lecatsas and the granddaughter
of loakeim-Jack (Kondilatos) and Mary
Lecatsas. Kristina’s brother Jack Lecatsas
was the best man. The church service
was followed by a wonderful wedding
celebration at The Lussh in Woollongabba.
Matthew and Kristina were fortunate to be
able to spend ten days in Fiji snorkeling and
enjoying the wonderful environment of Fiji.
Congratulations and best wishes to Kristina
and Matthew for a wonderful future.

Panayias Katharon

On Sunday 10 September 2023, Ithacans of
Brisbane gathered for the church service at
the Greek Orthodox Church of St. George
in South Brisbane to celebrate Tis Panayias
Ton Katharon. The service was followed by
a morning tea at the Greek Welfare Centre.

Summer in Ithaca

My  father Ioakeim-Jack Lecatsas
(Kondilatos) was born in Stavros and
arrived in Australia in 1935. He returned to
Ithaca once with my mother, Mary, in 1980.
I travelled with him and my memories of his
arrival after a 45-year absence still stir deep
emotions. His friends were waiting for him
at the kafeneio at the entrance to Stavros,
having heard of his imminent arrival.

I think about his return to Ithaca when Atha
and I meet with friends at the kafeneio in
Stavros. One of the great pleasures of
spending the European Summer on Ithaca
is having time to catch up with Ithacans
from other parts of Australia. Our morning
coffees at the kafeneio and at Margarita’s
and our swims in Polis give us the chance
to catch up with friends from Stavros and
spend time with Ithacans from Brisbane
and Melbourne (pictured below). We share
stories of our parents’ migration, their life in
Australia and our Ithacan connections.
Barbara Vasdekis (Lecatsas)

=
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1953 Earthquakes on
Ithaca
Recollections and
Insights

Earthquake Exodus
By Tania Soulis

At this 70th anniversary milestone of the 1953
Ionian Islands earthquake there will be many
families like my own that will have taken a
moment to reflect on the impact this event
has had on the course of their own family
history. Whilst the neighbouring islands of
Kefalonia and Zakynthos suffered greatly
with significant and tragic losses of life, the
impact the earthquake had on Ithacan families,
especially through displacement cannot be
lightly disregarded. Within my own family
the 1953 earthquake fundamentally altered the
Soulis family connection to Ithaca and broke an
uninterrupted 400 (known) year link to Ithaca.

1983 in New Zealand, on a regular Sunday
afternoon visit to my grandparents, Yianni
(John) and Melpomene Soulis, T asked them to
tell me about significant events in their lives.
I recall Pappou, a proud Epiroti, and Yiayia,
born in Vathy (Pippos/Razos ancestry). were
both quite delighted by this. Itook pen to paper
having unconsciously realised perhaps the
importance of doing so. I recently came across
these writings and was amazed to discover
amongst their recollections was a personal
account of the 1953 earthquake. Here are their
insights as translated by my teenage-self from
the Greek!

Pappou Yianni: [ was in a boat on my way
to Piraeus to collect supplies when I realised
there was an earthquake. It was so strong that
the boat moved! You don t normally believe that
you can feel a tremor in the sea but it was so
immense that I could feel it.

1 became extremely worried for the family, so [
borrowed some petrol for the boat to return to
Ithaca as quickly as I could. I stopped at Astako
where I bought more petrol and made my way
back to Ithaca. When I saw my family there well
and alive all I could do was cry.

Some time later there was a second large
earthquake. Houses collapsed and the earth
opened up. People were in shock and panic,
screaming with fright. There was no option
but to sleep outside in tents brought from other
people in Greece.

After the second earthquake a great wind came
which tore olive trees out of the ground and
threatened to pull apart the tent that we were
sheltering in. We didn't know how fto set it up,
others had done it for us, so we went out and
held the tent down to stop it from being blown
away. People were terrified.

Yiayia Melpomene: People in Ithaca were
screaming in fright. There were aftershocks
and so people slept outside. It was summer
and warm enough to do so. I wasn't worried
though and so I slept inside with my daughter
Diamando who was only five-years old at the
time.

1 remember after the second earthquake, lying
down on a blanket in the tent and hearing
“boom” “boom” sounds in the earth below.
Ithaca had one casualty, an old lady who died.

At the time of the earthquakes, Yianni and
Melpomene’s oldest two sons, Dimitrios
and Anastasios (my father) were living in
Hastings, New Zealand, with their mother’s
brothers, uncles Thrasivoulos (Jimmy) and
Theofanis Razos. Anastasios recalled:

I was working with Uncle Jimmy at his
restaurant (Dominion Restaurant) and in the
mornings on my way to work I would buy and
read the morning newspaper. This particular
day, 1 saw a line of news telling of an earthquake
in the lonian Islands and it mentioned Ithaca.
1 thought to myself it would have had to have
been something big for the newspapers to have
printed something about Ithaca. I went and
asked Uncle Jimmy to confirm what I had read
as my English wasn t too good at that time. Sure
enough, he confirmed I had read it right.

We sent a telegram immediately to the family
but received no answer. For several days there
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Photo: Stathis Raftopoulos 20 August 1953

was no answer. A kind Mdaori woman (Susie
Mairi) who worked for Uncle Jimmy had a son
who just so happened to be on a New Zealand
naval cruiser (HMNZS Black Prince) in the
lonian Sea. The cruiser had been ordered to
go and help the people on the islands who
were homeless or trapped. He was stationed
in Ithaca. We sent a telegram to his ship and
he went and found Mum and Dad and reported
that all the family was well. A few days later, my
father was able to send us a telegram telling us
everyone was safe. We were so relieved.

In January 1954, with the family home in
Mantzarata, Vathy badly damaged (pictured
1975), my grandparents, Yianni (48) and
Melpomene (43) with their two younger
children, Dionysios (19) and Diamando (6)
migrated to New Zealand. Reuniting with their
sons, Dimitrios and Anastasios, Yianni and
Melpomene embarked on a new life in a new
land and spent their remaining years celebrating
their children’s marriages and the births of
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren
before their deaths in the early 1990s.

Over 50 descendants of the Soulis family now
live in Australia and New Zealand. Multiplying
this descendancy factor across other earthquake
displaced Ithacan families worldwide quickly
gives a sense of scale and the degree of impact
this event has had on Ithaca and its local
population. It can be safely said though that
whilst the Ionian Islands earthquake of 1953
fundamentally altered the Soulis family and its
physical connection to Ithaca, one thing it has
not done is changed our sense of identity and
understanding of what it is to be Ithacan. Our
“Ithacan-ness”, even after 70 years of living in
the diaspora is as strong as ever.

Kataoknvwoelg otnv Aakiva E§wyng - A group of Exoghisani outside their tents at Lakina in Exoghi.
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Huge boulders rolling down...
By John Callinicos
Photo: 1956 Wellington NZ

In 1953 I was around 14 years old and lived in
Anoghi. On the day of the earthquake, I was
working with some other boys. The President
of Anoghi had employed us to dig and fix
the dirt road from
Kathara to Anoghi to
make it smooth for
the cars. I remember
huge boulders coming
loose above us and
rolling down the steep
cliffs to the ocean
' below. We crouched

under the rock walls
(A1601ég) so the boulders would go over us.
Vathy was a cloud of dust resulting from the
collapsed buildings. We slept outside under the
almond trees or wherever we could to be safe.
I remember the planes air-dropping bread and
other supplies after the earthquake and people
scrambling through the bushes to retrieve them.

The Aussie Experience
By Nancy Paxinos

Nancy moved to Ithaca from Melbourne
with her family in 1951 and spent a
number of years on the island. Below is
her account of the Ithacan earthquake
published in the IPS’ 75th Anniversary
Commemorative Album 1991.

One Sunday in August 1953, summertime,
we had been for an early morning swim,
something we did every day. My husband
Tatsi Paxinos and son Pano went to church
at Stavros and I stayed home [at Parata,
the family home outside of Stavros] with
Spirdoula to cook Sunday lunch; we had a
wood stove by then sent from Australia. So
it was roast turkey and all the trimmings. At
about 11.00am we were both in the kitchen
when we heard a noise which sounded like
low-flying aeroplanes. Spirdoula was getting
down off the sofa to go out and have a look
when all of a sudden the house started to sway.
I had a clock on the mantle shelf and I could
see it sliding towards me. You just could not
move. The shaking lasted a second and we
rushed out into the yard away from the house
and sat under an olive tree. Every few seconds

Post Earthquake : a family reunited in Wellington, New Zealand, 1956

From left, Back Row: Bill Papageorge, Louiza (nee Razos) Papageorge, Laiza (nee Razos)
Boolieris, Vienna (nee Karantze) Soulis, Anastasios Soulis, Dionysios Soulis, Melpomene (nee
Razos) Soulis, Thrasivoulos (Jimmy) Razos, Nancy Razos, Voula (nee Serepisos) Soulis, Nick
Razos, Yianni (John) Soulis Middle Row: Dimitrios(Jimmy) Soulis, Theofanis Razos.

Front Row: Diamando (nee Soulis) Callinicos, Renee Boolieris & Evangeloula Razos
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there would be another tremor. We did not
have any idea what was happening until my
neighbour sent her son to tell us to stay out of
the house because there were sure to be more.

After a few hours my husband and son came
home in the afternoon and all his relatives
who were living in Lefki came to stay with
us. In that village just about every house came
down like a pack of cards. We were very lucky
that our house was built on solid rock from
an old earthquake. Spirdoula and I were also
fortunate that the kitchen floor did not crack
as the water deposit was located under it;
otherwise we would have fallen into the water
with no hope of getting out. We took all the
beds out into the field at the back of the house
and we slept in the open until we were given
an army tent. More relatives came from Vathy.
The Americans made food drops and every
day my son would take the donkey to Stavros
to get our share.

... After a few weeks Tatsi mended the cracks
in the house and we moved back inside. It was
still scary because there was the occasional
small tremor every now and then.

Tsunami at Mavrouna Beach
By Andriana Sofianou Zervoulis

I remember the day of the earthquake in
August 1953. I was fourteen years old. I was at
home in Rachi with my late mother Ekaterini
Koutsouvelis Sofianou while my sisters and
brothers were swimming at Mavrouna Beach
in Rachi. My mother and I noticed a stillness
in the air. Dogs were barking incessantly and
birds were quiet, hiding in the trees around us.
Then we heard a very loud rumble. My mother
told me to go to the beach to see if my siblings
were alright. I remember her saying “It’s an
earthquake” (Eivat ceiopdg). As 1 ran to the
beach I could feel the earth shaking beneath
me, causing me to fall a couple of times as I
lost my balance. I still sense the fear of the
moment.

When I finally reached the beach I could
see that the water had changed to a reddish,
brown colour as seaweed, small fish, sand
and seashells were churned up by a circular
movement of the water. I then watched as the
water quickly receded, and moments later, a
gushing wave of water returned just as quickly
hitting the shore with force. Unbeknown to me
at the time, this was tsunami activity.

Fortunately my siblings and the other local
children had all come out of the water and
were huddled together in a corner petrified
by what was happening around them. We all
ran back to our homes staying outside until it
was safe to go inside. The next day the Army
arrived and set up tents in a flat area in Rachi
called Kapelonata. They erected one tent per
family.

Things | remember, things my

mother told me...
By Spyridoula Digaletou Coutsouvelis

I was very young but remember mothers
and children waving sheets to the low-flying
planes that were dropping food supplies.
The children loved the square dry biscuits
(called galetes) and always looked forward
to the next drop. Red Cross nurses came
to vaccinate us against typhus. There was
an outbreak in my village Agioi Saranta.
The nurses gave us vitamins and an awful-
tasting thick white elixir made from cod-
liver oil which we had to take. Mothers had
a hard time trying to administer the elixir
as the taste was so bad. They would have
something ready to give to their children eg
a slice of orange, to dissipate the taste.

Despite the fear of further earthquakes
and the discomfort and inconvenience of
living in tents, villagers bonded and there
was a stronger sense of community. At
nights people would sit around together
and sometimes there would be optimistic
outbursts of laughter and singing.



MIA NAPAZTATIKH
ENHMEPQZH INA TOYZ
ZEIZMOYZ TOY 1953

AmoomrdopaTa aAmMO0 YPAHHA TOU
Kamerav ®PAwpia-Mapouda mpog Tov
M.r.KaAAiviko (Aovdivo). pappévo
oTtov Ztaupo 1" Zemrepfpiou 1953.
AnpooieuTnke oto MNMeProdiké NooTog
Teuxog 53 Kalokaipi 1980.

... 'Hrav Kvpokn npwi, votep’ and pa Ceot
Bdoudda, mov eiyope mepdoel. ‘Exave opket
Opocid Kot kaBopaoTE, Kapd eKocaptd, Em
a6 to Kopeveio Tov Egvodoyeiov Tov XTovpov,
ot de&ld mhevpd, amn’ omov Bavpdalope T
aydplo Kol T0. KOPITolo [E TO UTAVIO KOt TIG
Baprddeg Tovg Katw oty I16AN. XZvinrovcaye
Yoo yapikn. Eaevikd épxetor o Bor Kot
povalm: “Axovte, umovprotid!”. Zav vo TNV
épepve 0 aépog and to Kidvi... Emedn dpwg
KPATNOE KAUTOGO, UTOPESOV KOL TETOYTIKOV
nmoArol and to kabicpatd tovg ko Ppébnkav
Kanwg EEpaxpa and 1o Egvodoyelo TN oTyun
mov Gpyle o oewopds. Kat to apdvtacto.
Eyod eiya peiver ot 0éom pov ko €ida to
Eevodoyelo déka mOSw amd TNV emaveln
Tov €ddpovg va oyileton kol To Avoryua vo
@tével yoo o otiyuny dvo mepimov ivioeg.

... Me v modon OUmg ToL GEIGHOD, dNANOT
péoa og 22 devteporenta, Eavakielse, £TG1 TOL
TO OmTL Vo QOAIVETOL TOPO HOMG POYIGUEVO.
Bpdyor xatpakviovocav and to Povvd mpog
TIG TOPLOEG TOV YOPLOV KO OTITIOL KATEPPEAV
ota KoAvpia, to IIndikdta kot to. ZxoaAtodta.
O movikdg KoL oL Q®VEG dev TEPLYPAPOVTOL.
Yxopmicape apécmg OA0L Yo v doOUE PTG
vanpyav Bvpoto. Evtuydg and v dmoyn avtn
otabnkope toyepoi. H okovn amd v Emyn,
T1g ApdAeg ko To 61V TG Kepatovidg ftav
TETON IOV OEV UTOPOVGES VoL S1oKPivels TimoTe.
Otav xatdxatoe KATOG, OSWMOTOCOUUE TMOG
dvo ympd e Keparovide, To Nioydpt Kot to
Kopntdro dev vafpyov ma.

>mv Eéoyn ta omitio @aivoviav ko
paivovtol oKOUo oo HOKPLL 6o, 0AAL OTavV
Ta. TANoudoels PAETELS TG glvon ATGEG HOVO.
Or  AepoVikés cvyKow®vieg  dtokoOmNKay
oleg kot o devBuving tov Tayvdpopeiov
Ytavpod Aviovng Teopyavic £tpexe am’ ed®
ko an’ ekel va T dopBhoel. Tote €pbooe
évag matépag amd ™ Agvkn pe To modi TOL
OTNV TAATN, TPOLUOTICUEVO OTO KEPAAL KoL
t0 Koppi. To €pepe Yo va To d€t 0 YLoTpdS Ko
pog eine g otn Agvkn gixe yivel kataotpopn
Kot TOg o dpopoc Ntav odidPfatog oe TOAAG
onpeia omd Tovg Pphyovs Kot Tig KAToMGONGES
yopdtov, kol mpdchece TG @OPOTAV OTL
vnpyav kKo Odpata. Ewdomomoape apéomg
T0 YyTpd kKot EEKWVAGOUE VO ODGOULE
Bonbetn ot Agdkn. ZkéQnKo TOTE TOS TO
KaAvTEPO oV Ba pmopodoa vo Kapw® Ba MTav
va metaytd® oto Piokdpdo kot vo £100TOcm
an’ ekei ™ Nopopyio 6to Apyostoh, apod ot
Aemkovevieg Tov Oakov eiyav komel. Ot
GAlot emkpoOTGOYV. ALTOol TPOYDPNGAV Yo TN
Aghkn k1 eyd katéfnka otnv IIoAn, mpa ™
Bapxa ko Tépaca oto Drokdapdo. n Sodpoun
cuvavinoo e vapkn mov &iye exPpoaotel
a6 10 oelcpd. Ewomoinoa ™ Nopapyio cto
ApYyooTOM, OOV TO GEWOUO TOV Elyav HOALG
acBavOel Kol apécmg £oTEV YEPOVPYO Kot
BonBovg ko £idn TpdTNG Ovhykng otnv 104K
Me pomoav yio To Babi kot dev n&epa T va
Tovg T, Yoti ot Bopeto 106k dev E€pape Tt
glye yiver o Notwo. Mov ginav nog n fondeia
B0 myouve péocw Zdunc koatevbeiov oto Babo
kot an’ ekel Oa v mpowbovoav ot Bopeto
186xcn, av to Kokovoe 1 avdykn.

... Otov PePorddnka ot giyov mepdoel otnv
18axn amd ™ Zdaun, eméotpeyo 6T0 XTOPO,
omov £uaba yio v KaTasTpoen Tov Babiov, tov
Kioviot, g Kolepnic, Thg Avmyng, te Agbkng
kot Tov [epaywprov. Movo mov ta Bvpata fTov
EVTLYMOG Alyo — ol yovaika and ) Agokn, Tov
T oKOTMoE Ppdyog mov KOANGE amd T0 Bovvo,
otav avt) eméotpepe and tov An — lwpyn
otov Kdpo, 6mov eiye mdel vo TpockuviceL. Xt
AgbdKm emiong TpavpaTioKoY TECGEPIS GAAEC
yovaikeg, n pio . coPapd. Xto Babv tpavpatiotnike
coPapd N Aopa Apakdtov, adelen Tov AAEKOL
Avtinna, Aydtepo cofapd dvo GAAa TpOG®TO
Ko EAOPPE Ko gikocoptd. Xtnv Avayrn dev
elye koBolov Bvporta. Eto Kidvi pio yovaiko
glye TpavpatioTel Yepd Ko giye oM petapepbet
610 Babv yio mepiBaiym, kon dvo dAlot ehappd.
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Interview by Debbie Argyropoulos with
Professor George Paxinos (Sydney) on
YOUTUBE. A first-hand account of the

earthquake experience.
George was nine years old when the
earthquake devastated his village LEFKI.

https://youtu.be/NC95dWczffE

IMyope ot Agokn ko mpoomodncope vo
TEPICMGOVUE 0,TL UTOPOVCAUE KAT® OO TO
pumélo Tov yKpepouévev omtimv. Meta&d
TOV XEPOTEPWOV EVOL TO OTITL TNG OOEAPNG LLOV
Ayudiag kot tov Ogiov pov Anuntpn Koivfd,
0 0moi0g, KATAKOLTOG TP and mEVTE Xpovia,
Bpébnke pe to kpePdti oV KpEPOOoUEVOS G Eval
natepd ywpic va mdbet tinote. [Ipoomadncape
va TElGOVE TOLG AEVKLOVOVG VO LeETapePBODY
070 ZTOPO, Y10 vV’ amo@hyovV £TG1 TOV Kivouvo
TV Ppaymv Tov KaTpakvAovoay amd o fouve,
0oALd otdOnke addvaro.

... Tnv emopévn acyoOnko Kot maAl pe ™
Agbkn. Ta véo amd movtov Mtav JuehpecTa
pe TIG Katappedoels Kor (NUES TOV OTLTIOV.

Tnv Tpitn 1o mpwi, otg 5.20, véog
oelopog (evvom 1oYVPOG, YTl ol HIKpoi Ogv
émayav 0A0 avtd to Suwotnua). O oeopdg
avtdg KPATNOE TMEPIGGOTEPO OAMO TO GEIGUO
g Kupokrg, frav opmg shappitepos. Ta
oTiTIo, ®GTOGO, TOV &iyav KAOVIOTEL pE TOV
npmdTo peydro oewopd (tng Kvproxng), émabav
akopo  peyaAvtepeg  Muiés... Emrélovg
KatopfdoaE Vo TEIGOVUE TOVG AEVKNGAVOLG
va épBovv 610 Xtawpd kot og Tig 10 to Ppdadv
KovfaAovcape GE  WPOYXEPO  POPEi  TOVG
acBevelg Kot Tovg Yépoug amd dpopo adidfaro.

. To Z4pPato 10 amdyopo, TAPOUOVE] TOL
TPAOTOV GEGUOV, 1 Yuvaika LoV glye mhel TNV
ABva yoo o Poopade. MoMg opwg Epode
g ywve celoUog oty 10dKm, mpe t0 TPOTO
Bomopt kon yopioe ko v Tetdptn o mpwi pov
miepadvnoov omd 0 Babd (to mAépwva siyov
oto peta&d Sopbwbel) ot Npbe Kkon gixe Mon
napel o Pevivdxato yu v avePel otig Opikes.
Mrmiko T0TE GTO AVTOKIVITO Kot KOTEPNKO OTIC
Dpikeg Yo va v mopardfo. Enpelwce Tog o
HOVOG 6pOIOG OOV UTTOPOVGE VO, KDKAOPOPNGEL
avtokivito Moy o dpodpog Zravpov — Dpikec.
IIpb&ypatt éptace m Acmocio [ yvvaiko Tov
Dropd] oto poro pe o Peviiva KovidTikn.
Tnv mpa poig Pynike €€m kar tpééope otV
mapokio, gvtuxds de yopig kKabvotépnon Epuye
ko 1 Peviivo. Oa deig yoti Mo “evtuymg”.
Bdape ta mparypoto 6To 0wToKiviTo Kot EiacTe
étowotl va pmodpe péoa, otav Eupvikd apyilet
0 Tpitog Kot 16YVPATEPOG am’ OAOVG GEIGHOC, W
OA0 OV KpaTNoE 6éka dELTEPOLETTO ALYOTEPOG
amd tov TpdTo. Bpdyog, TovAdyictov 15 tovav,
€mecE TOVO GTO PUOAO GTO oNuElo akpPrg mov
elye anoPiPootei 1 Aonacio. Katpaxdince omd
0 Pouvd pe QoPepd mATOYO KOl YKPEUIGTNKE
TeEMKE oo To0 pOAo ot Bdhacoa. Ztig Ppikeg
omnitia énegtav, Ppayot EekoAodcav 0o TG dLO
amotopeg Bovvomhayiéc, | TopoAio oKioTnKE OmTd
™mv piov dkpn ¢ TV GAAN, HE OPYIKO GVOLYLO
SEK0L VTOMV, TO d€ ATOKIVITO HOALS Kot YAOTOOE
Kot 0gv KOTAmAOK®ONKE amd TG TETPEG KOl TOL
yopore. Evtuydg dpoato dev etyope ko moAL
oto Okt Iov va EEpape exeivn ™ oTiypn T
KokO cuvéBarve v S dpa 6to ApyosTOA,
0 Anéolpt, ™ Zaun kor ™ Zdakvvbo. H Xdun,
gvvoetta, elye KaTaoTPaPEL LLE TO SEVTEPO GEIGUO.
‘Ohot o1 dpopot otig Dpikeg EpdyTnKov amd To
prdlo koo adHVOTOo VoL TEPAGEL TO AVTOKIVITO
LS. AQoD MPERNCALE KATMG, CKEPTNKOLE Yo
M oTiypn vor cuveyicovpe pe ta todw. Otav
OGS QPTACOUE OTO OTEID TV TOAADV epeuTimV
gimo ot, av petatomilope HEPKES HEYOAEG
néTpeg, Bo pmopovioe 10 avtokivito vor Swafet,
Oyl TOGO Y10, VO UMV OVOYKOGTOVLE VO TOUE GTO
ZTopo UE To TOOL0, OALG Y10 VOL UMV ATOKAEIGTEL
TO QWTOKIVNTO, TTOL TNV VOV TOV TNV ElYa EYO.
Méoape, Aourdv, amd T o HepLd Yo Ki amd Ty
6AAn M Aomacio (mov guTuydg efvon TOAD yepn|
Ko el apbovo Bappog), ko Otav ot VIOAOUTOL
pog eidav va Topapepilovpe T TETPEG, TNPAV Kt
avtoi o 0appog K1 Etpelav vo. pLog fondncovy kot
HéCO G EVaL TETOPTO TG MOPOS avoiEape TO OpOpo.

"Etol mépace 10 avtokivinTo Kol yupicope omit

oto Xtovpo. Otav Eexovpdotnke 1 Aomoocia,
€id0 va. KVAG oT0 payovdd g €va ddkpvu. Tn
poTNoa Yol Ko pov andvinoce: “Babv, ommg
frav, 6ev Eavayivetal ma, oAld kot to Kiovi
dvokora”. ducikd, dev NEepe akdOU Kot TNG
AgdKng ™V KoTAGTPOO.

Photos 1953:

1: Windmill in Lefki brought to the ground by the earthquake (Courtesy the Ithacan
Historical Society). A Red Cross nurse in the foreground highlights the enormity of the

collapse of the mill.

2: The remains of the home of George and Nikoletta Kandiliotis (Liarokapis) in Ai
Yianni; young Ai Yianniotes checking the debris to see what can be salvaged.

3: One of the many tents set up in Stavros to accommodate people from Lefki & Ai
Yianni, villages devastated by the earthquake. Group in the photo, from left, two boys
standing, Dionisaki (?) and Nikakis Kandiliotis (?), two children seated, Olga Kandiliotis
and Yianni Soupiona, Kostas Kandiliotis standing behind his mother Nikoletta Karantzis-
Kandiliotis, couple to the right Spiros and Katerini Kandiliotis (?).

Photos 2 & 3 courtesy George Collins (Kallinikos), Melbourne. Story has it that his
maternal grandmother’s family was the only one in Ai Yianni to have a camera at the

time.

...Inv  emopévn mépacs’ on’ 1o Kidve,
katePaivovtag oto Babd. To Spdhpa eivor
peyéro. Znmuo av amopévouv oto Kiov
Tpuévta  omitie  KoTownoe. Xto Babv
pévo oty mhevpd tov Moiov (Kapafdra)
YAOTOGOV  KOUPA  €IKOGOPLY  OTTLO,
koG Kl eKEvOL TOL AMAMVOVTOL OO TN
Mntpémoin mpog ta Kavedldta. Oro T’
Mo €xovv cwpuaotel kdtow. H mopodia,
amd To Kapevelo NG e€EdPAC Mg T ZxoAn,
éxel kabioel oxedov dopov moda! Ta vepd
¢ Bdhacoag okendlovv T0 dpOUO KOl HE
TIg TANUUOPEG QTavouy o pétpo. Emiong n
mhateia £xel Tabetl kabilnon wg to omitt Tov
ApakoOAn. Oha ta onitio £xovv petafindet
oe epeima. H Avoyn eivar katd 70% xdro.
Tepdotio tpaywmdioa ywo to Ouikt. Tt va

cov m® Yoo v Kepariovid pe tovg 380
vekpovg (110 otn Zdpn) kot yuo t Zdakvvoo,
omov M ocvpopd dev meprypapetor. Epeic
€00 TOPNYOPOUACTE TS HOG AvmnOnke
TOVAQYIoTOV 0 Bgdg ko1 O Opnvicope
opaza.

Ov Ponbelec éptracav oto Babo
v emopévn to Ppadv, oAAd TO TP
OVOYKAOTNKOV VO TIG TAPOLV TCM Yo TO.
peyoddtepo kévipa tng Kepolovide, ™
2aun, to Apyootoa kor to Angovpt, 6mov
dev &yovv peivel 6pbia tpia omitio ko 6oL
TOAAG YOP18 £XOVV EVIEADG 1GOTESMOEL.


https://youtu.be/NC95dWczffE
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Archive of Ithaca Seminar

The panel of six speakers at the forum in Ithaca

As part of the ongoing initiative of the Ithacan Historical
Society to support the Archive of Ithaca, the Society hosted
a very successful forum on Ithaca on 25 September, titled
‘A forum on the Archive of Ithaca’. The event was
organised together with the Centre of Maritime History
of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies and the Ithacan
branch of the General State Archives (TAK Tpnpa 10axng).

The forum sought to contribute to improving the Ithacan
public’s understanding of the great value of the historical
collections of the island’s archive. It also took place with
the presence of several members of the Centre of Maritime
History, who are conducting a survey of unclassified
documents in the archive under the supervision of the Director
of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies and Professor of
the University of Crete, Gelina Harlaftis.

Dozens of Ithacans attended the forum at the theatre of
the Morfotiko Kentro Ithakis in Vathy on Monday 25
September at 7 p.m., including the current mayor Mr
Dionysios Stanitsas and former mayor Mr Spyros Arsenis,
and other distinguished and familiar figures on the island. Six
speakers presented on their work at the Archive of Ithaca. The
Head of the Archives of Ithaca and Cephalonia, Dr Theodora
Zafeiratou, began the forum with a presentation on the role
of the archive today in its modern administrative context as a
working public service.

The second and third speakers were invited from the Centre
of Maritime History. Professor Gelina Harlaftis gave an
introduction to the role of Ithaca in the maritime history of
the Mediterranean, and placed the collections of the local
archive in Ithaca in the context of other relevant collections
for research which are kept in state and private archives across
Europe. Dr Kalliopi Vassilaki, post-doctoral researcher at
the Centre of Maritime History, spoke about the maritime
documents held in the Archive of Ithaca.

Three further presentations were given by researchers on
other collections held at the archive. Kyriaco Nikias of the
University of Vienna (and Vice President of the IHS) gave a
survey of the documents of the Venetian administration of
Ithaca(1638—1797). Gerasimos Livitsanis, archacologistand
researcher, presented some highlights from the unclassified
archives of the post-Venetian administrations which span the
period 1797-1817. Finally, Dimitrios Prevezianos, student
at the University of Athens and former intern at the Archive,
surveyed the ecclesiastical documents.
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Kyriaco Nikias (Vice President of the IHS) speaking at
the forum

The Ithacan Historical Society extended its thanks to the
organisers and speakers at the event and expressed its interest
to continue this collaboration into the future. The forum shall
be repeated in English in an online format on 26 November
2023, with details to be announced via the website and
newsletter of the Ithacan Philanthropic Society.

These events take place as part of the ongoing support
provided by the Ithacan Historical Society through the
Ithacan Archive Fund which provides conservation material
and support for the other needs of the Archive. The forums
organised by the IHS seek to promote public awareness of
the riches held at the Archive, being a key objective of the
Ithacan Archive Fund. If you would like to donate to the
Fund, please see:
https://ithaca.org.au/historical-society/ithacan-archive-fund
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Detail from a sketch among fragments of records of
Governor Demetrio Caruso (1749)
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The Ithacan Historical Society
Launches New Online Bookstore

The THS is delighted to announce the launch of our new
Ithacan Historical Society Bookstore. Our popular range of
publications and merchandise can now be purchased online
from anywhere in the world and delivered straight to your
doorstep. The proceeds from all sales go towards our many
not-for-profit activities.

The IHS fosters the study of Ithaca and the Ionian islands
from antiquity to the modern era and sells books exploring
their history, genealogy, archaeology, geography and culture.

The acclaimed Passage to Ithaca, Second Edition by George
Paxinos is an insightful study of the settlement patterns on
the island of Ithaca from the Middle Ages until recent times
and includes an authoritative record of family surnames,
clan names and villages. George has kindly donated both the
copyright and proceeds from the sales to the IHS. The IHS
acknowledges and thanks George Paxinos for his generosity
and valuable contribution.

To view the bookstore visit: https://bit.ly/IthacanHistorical
SocietyBookstore or scan the barcode below. You can also
click the links on the ‘Publications’ pages of the IPS website
at ithaca.org.au.

A special thank you to
Christine Georgopoulos, our
youngest committee member
and IHS Textile Curator for
her time and dedication in
developing the bookstore.

PASSAGE TO ITHACA 2ND ED. -
GEORGE PAXINOS

$36.37 AUD

HOMERIC SITES

AROUND TROY. | 1roagie

= ITHACANS

JOMATHAN BROWN HOMERIC
BUNDLE

$63.65 AUD

IN SEARCH OF

HOMERIC TTHACA

Jonathan Brow:

IN SEARCH OF HOMERIC
ITHACA - JONATHAN BROWN

$36.37 AUD

THE ITHACAMNS -
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY

$36.37 AUD

The Ithacan Historical Society
Online Bookstore

Note prices are GST excl.

HOMERIC SITES
AROUND TROY

1 Jonathan Brown

HOMERIC SITES AROUND TROY
- JONATHAN BROWN

$31.82 AUD

ITHACAN

TOTE BAG

$10.00 AUD



https://ithaca.org.au/historical-society/ithacan-archive-fund
https://bit.ly/IthacanHistoricalSocietyBookstore
https://bit.ly/IthacanHistoricalSocietyBookstore

PENELOPE DOUBARAS
MHNEAOINH KAAAINIKOY
NTOYMIAPA
1933-2023

Penelope, fondly known as Poppy, was
born 26 January 1933 in Carlton Melbourne.
Her parents were Dimitrios (Mimmo), born
in Stavros, Ithaca and Florence Kallinikos.
Her grandfather, early immigrant John
Kallinikos, was nicknamed Captain Cook
for all his voyages back and forth to
Stavros. Poppy was raised a proud Ithacan
and spoke Greek fluently. From a young age
she actively attended Ithacan functions and
celebrations.

In her youth Poppy enjoyed netball,
playing piano, dressmaking and was a
very passionate supporter of the Carlton
Football Club. She regularly attended many
football games with her father throughout
her childhood. Poppy was a student at
University High School and then went on
to Emily MacPherson where she further
developed her dressmaking skills. Food
played an important part in Poppy’s life.
Traditional Greek recipes were passed
down to Poppy by her father, who was an
excellent cook. She took great pride in her
cooking. Some of her best and most popular
dishes loved by all were her koulouria
and her most famous kourabiethes (white
bananas).

Poppy with her late husband Spiros, who
was from Athens, had five children, Helene,
Jim, Anna, Con and Christina. Upon her
passing on 1 July 2023, she was a much-
loved grandmother of ten grandchildren
and thirteen great-grandchildren. Poppy’s
love of family, sharing her home and her
hospitality will continue to be celebrated in
generations to come.

MANTINA COMINOS
AIAMANTINA KOMNHNOY
1921-2023
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g {oNg G, e TIG OpNoKevTIKEG YI0PTES, T,
v YOpLaL, Ko Toug yéipove. Ot mo Opopeeg

OVOLLVI|GELS TNG. . .

O matépag g EMECTPEYE TPV TNV Evapén
tov B’ TTaykoopiov [ToAépov. H owcoyévela
mg é(noe pe oyeTkn AGveon kaTd TNV
nepiodo avt). Qotdoo to ypNuaTe TNG
Notw Appikng dev  emevdvdniay  Ommg
ouvéoTnoe M UNTEPO NG, 1 Baoctukn
IMMotpixiog. Metd tov moAepo ov to1E
eMvIKég kuPepvnoels, Ppédnkav ce devi
katdotaon. Amgyvoopévo mpocmdincov
vo avopfdcovy TV eAANVIKY Otkovopia,
HETA TG KATAGTPOPEG TTOV TTPOKAAESALY TOGO
0 TOYKOGLULOG TOAENOG OGO KoL 0 EUPVALOG
mov akolovOnoe. ‘EAaPav Spactikd Kot
OVTIAOIKA LETPO, GUUTEPIAOUPBOVOLEVTG TG
Katdoyeong tov Tpane(ikdv kataficewmv
TOMT®V.

H véa mtoyevon avéykoace v untépa
pog, Omwe kot ytadeg GAlovg ‘EAAnveg,
va LETOVACTEVGEL. Eyxatactddnie
apykd oto Kdapitov g MelPovpvng.
ITavtpevtke tov Atoyévn Kopvnvo kot
OTEKTNGE TPELS YIOVG, TOV EEVOPADVTO, TOV
Niko kot tov Anunitpn. H épuouvt dovoun,
1N OTOQOCIGTIKOTNTO, T EMWOVH Kol M
VITOWOVI| TNG, TNG EMETPEYAV VO GUUPLDCEL
pe to véo g mepPdirov. Opwmg, dev
pumopovoe vo cuoueimmbel omdivta e
™ véa {on g otV Avotpoliio kot vo
apopolndel TApwe. Ot avapvioeLg, Kot 1
Kapdid ¢ frav mtavta oty EALGSa. Xtov
€\evBepo ypoOVo, avapesH oTo KabnKovtda
NG G UNTEPA KoL VOIKOKLPA, dtdfale ToAD.
Ayomovoe Witepa tnv EAANviki Anpotikn
IToinom, tovg Popavtikodg Iomrég, tovg
Podooovg  pubiotoproypdoovg, DPéovtop
Nrootoyiépokt kot Aéovtog Tolotdl, To
épya Tov Ovidap Zai&anp kot To ypomtd
tov Adpdov Bopwva. Tov televtaio kapd
Bopdtav pe aydmn Kot vooTaAyio Ty Topéa
mg, v Kartepiva and v Korpo, v
kvpio Murphy am6 v IpAavdia, tn Mapia
am6 v EAAGSa kot v kupio Mmopig amd
) Pocia, pileg oy yertovid .

[1é6ave tov IovAo 2023 oe mikio 102
€TMOV. Oa 1 OLUOLOCTE Y10 TV TOADTAELPT
avTiANY1 TG OmEVAVTL 6TA TPAYLLOTA, TV
évtovn evaisOnoia g, TV KoAocHVN NG
TPOG TOVG GALOVS KO T AETTOTNTA TNG.

Eevopov (Adva)
Nikog xor Anpiqrpng (Merpovpvn)

SPIROS ARKOUZIS
2MYPOZ APKOYZHZ
1938-2023

H Awpavtive yevwnOnke oto Aoayd
[8éxng tov Méptio tov 1921 oe piov
EMOYN TOL Ol EMMTOCEIS TNG TOATIKNG
dydvolag Kot apyodtepa 11 MiKpaoloTiky
KOTOGTPOPT 03NYyNoAV ONUAVTIKO HEPOG
TOV EAMANVIKOD TANOLGHOD GE OLKOVOLIKT
avacQaiela Kot petoviotevorn. O Tatépog
g, o Nikog BAaccsomoviog, £puye yio T0
Toydveopnovpyk g Notag A@pkng,
omov eiyav oM petaPel moAloi 1Baxnoiot.
To eufdopata TOV HETAVACTOV OO
™ Noéta Aepikny kot v Avotpolrio
KoO®OG Kol TO €COOMUATO TV VEAPOV
VOUTIKOV 710V €PYALOVTOV GE VOVTIMOKEG
EMYEPNOELG evioyvoay o PloTikd eminedo
oty 10axn. H untépa pog ptlovoe coyva
Yo TNV TEPI0S0 TNG OEKOETIOG TOV TPLAVTO,
KOL TOV apYOV TG OEKOETIOG TOV GOPAVTO.
Tn Bewpovce ®¢ T O YOPOVUEVT ETOYN

Spiros Arkouzis was born in Perahori, Ithaca
in 1938, son of Gerassimos Arkouzis and Niki
Pippos. In the same year, his father Gerassimos
left for Australia where he worked for a few
years on ships transporting steel from Sydney
to Newcastle. When the Japanese started
sinking ships in the Pacific during the Second
World War, one of his relatives advised him
to leave and find employment elsewhere.
He moved to Mullumbimby, NSW where
he leased some land to grow bananas, later
building a home in anticipation of bringing his
wife and his son Spiros to Australia.

In 1947 Gerassimos sent the tickets and his
family made the journey, leaving Piracus by
ship for Port Said, Egypt, travelling to Cairo
by train and then continuing the journey by
sea plane to Australia. The trip took five days

and was an experience for the young Spiros
visiting different locations and staying in
hotels.

Spiros grew up in Mullumbimby in northern
NSW. He attended school there and when he
was older worked with his father on the banana
farm. In 1964, his parents sold the farm and
their home and returned to Ithaca. It was here
that Spiros met his future wife Artemis Griva.
They married on 30 April 1965.

It was hard to find work, so Spiros and
Artemis, together with Spiros parents
returned to Australia where they settled in
Brisbane. Eventually they bought a business
in Bulimba which they ran for eighteen years.
After another extended holiday in Ithaca,
they returned to Brisbane and set up home in
Mansfield.

Spiros was a caring husband, a loving father
to his three children, Gerassimos, Niki and
Evangelos, a doting grandfather and a good
friend to all. Forever in our hearts, we will
remember him with beautiful memories.

GERRY POLITES
FEPAZIMOZ NMNOAITHZ
1932-2023

O Tepdoyog yevwinke ot0 YOPLO
Kovtapoawa Agvkddac. e nikio 15 etdv
NABe ot MelPovpvn kot apécmg dpyloe
vo. dovAevel oto poyali fish and chips tov
Oeiov tov. Epydobnke oxAnpd ot (o1 tov
LE OTOTEAECHO VO, EMTOXEL OE EMLYEipNoN
nmotonwieiov. [lavtpednke v Awovucio
Agvtepaiov and v E&wyn, amdktncov
00 Tékvo, Tov X1dfn Kot v Apodio kot
a&uobnkay va yapoby técoepa eyyovio. Hrav
HELOG KOIL DTTOGTIPIKTNG TOL ZVVOECHOV LA,
mavta pe v ovluyd TOv TOPELPIOKOTOV
OTIC EKONADOELS LLOG, TPOCPEPOVTAG TAVTO,
pe  yevvarodopio. Kododg kot aposiopévog
OIKOYEVELAPYMGS, OEPAOTOG KOl ayomnTOg o€
OAOVG,.

A loving husband to Dionisia Deftereos
from Exoghi, devoted father of Steven and
Amelia, a proud grandfather and respected
father-in-law who devoted his incredible
efforts, emotions and dreams to enrich
every life he touched. A person with great
energy, intelligence, commitment and
determination, he would not accept failure
as an outcome. Always well-prepared and
well-presented throughout his entire life, our
father displayed an endless appetite to assist
others, whether they be his family, relatives,
friends, neighbours or even strangers.
Always devoted to his family, for whom
his love and generosity were limitless. His
ultimate joy was to be in the presence of his
grandchildren, Andrew, Catherine, Denise
and Gerry, who loved him equally and
infinitely in return.

The king of BBQs, he designed them, built
them and cooked on them, not only for
himself but for others. Many backyards of
houses in Melbourne and beyond continue
to boast his brick BBQs. He was an avid
gardener, growing grapefruit, lemons,
oranges, olives, oregano, vegetables, exotic
plants and more. A collector of fine wines,
he was infamous amongst local shop keepers
for his insistence on Australian-made and the
pursuit of quality.

From humble beginnings in the village of
Kondarena in Lefkada, Gerry travelled far
to achieve much. On arriving in Australia in
1947 at the age of 15 years, he immediately
began working in his uncle’s fish and chip
shop in Fitzroy Street St Kilda working 80
hours every week. This was the beginning
of many years of hard work. In 1966
Gerry commenced working for himself,
establishing the Liquor Store at the newly
constructed Northland Shopping Centre in
Preston, a large shop that boasted its own
drive-through bottle shop, a shop he was very
proud of. Eventually selling that business,
he went on to purchase the liquor store at
Parkmore Shopping Centre Forrest Hill,
which he ran until his retirement at the age
of 53. By that stage he had moved his family
to Doncaster where he lived until 2021 when
he became a resident of Fronditha Aged Care
in Templestowe.

Loved and respected by many, Gerry will
remain forever in our hearts.

GERASIMOS PASTRAS
FEPAZIMOZ MNMAZTPAZ
1936-2023

Gerasimos “Gerry” Pastras was born
in Pastra, Kefalonia, Greece, on the 17th
of January 1936 and passed away on 13
September 2023 at the Olivia Newton-John
Centre, Heidelberg, Victoria, Gerry was the
devoted husband of Evangelia Raftopoulou
(Gergouli), dedicated to her care and
wellbeing, a beloved father, stepfather,
grandfather, great-grandfather and uncle.

A wonderful and loyal friend to many, Gerry
was known for his generous hospitality and
derived immense pleasure and satisfaction
cooking for friends and family. Gerry will
be dearly missed by all who knew him. His
passing leaves a big gap in our lives. May
he rest in peace.

DONATIONS IN MEMORY
AQPEEZ EIZ MNHMH

$100 Artemis Arkouzis (QLD) in memory
of beloved husband, father and grandfather
Spiros Arkouzis.

$100 Owoyéveln Avdpiavog ZepPoOin eig
pvAun ayamnpévov culdyov, TaTépa, TATTOD
kot tpondnmov I'ewpyiov Zepfooin.

$200 Leah Koutsounis, Rena Varigos, Angela
Tsolakis and Spiro Raftopoulos in memory
of their father Stathis Raftopoulos MBE on
the twentieth anniversary of his passing on
5 October 2003, foundation editor of the
Odysseus newspaper.

$100 Spiro and Paola Raftopoulos in
memory of their beloved mothers Kassiani
Raftopoulos and Anastasia Argyris.

The Society received the following donations
in memory of Margarita Varigos:

$100 Chris and Louli Defteros in memory
of a gracious lady and our much-respected
Koubara

$50 Spiro & Paola Raftopoulos

$50 Helen Vlass

$20 Eugenia & John Tsalikis

$20 Spyridoula & George Coutsouvelis

$50 Tasia Kouvara

DONATIONS TO ODYSSEUS
AQPEEZ I'A EOHMEPIAA

$50 Ayopaoctii Moreéon (I0Gkn)
$50 Mapio Punndrov (ITatpa)



The Story of “Song of Ithaca”

By Nick Mourcella, Adelaide

Yes, everyone has a story or two to tell, but this one is
really unique in its own way as it reflects through words
and music my mother’s love of the Greek island of Ithaca,
her homeland.

Maria Paxinos in Adelaide, aged 25, ¢ 1939

As my two sisters, Irene and Zagarinia, and [ were growing
up, our mum, Maria Moursellas (Paxinos), would tell
us about this magical place and I can distinctly recall the
passion, longing and considerable sadness in her voice as
she recounted her stories. When Mum sailed out of the
harbour at the age of 24 to emigrate to Australia alone, she
wondered if she would ever return. The really interesting
thing is that my wife, Sharon, and I also experienced the
same love and emotions after visiting Ithaca and leaving
on a boat from that very same harbour in Vathi.

About ten years ago, before she passed away at the age
of 100 years and eight months, I would visit her at the
nursing home with my portable video player. I would
sit with her and show her videos that Sharon and I took
whilst on our holidays in Ithaca. It really gave her much
happiness and she cried many tears of joy, and some of
sorrow, as she reminisced over her childhood in Anoghi,
the village where she grew up and still loved.

When she was still with us I promised her [ would write a
song about the place where she was born and missed so very
much. The song is a tribute to her which, unfortunately,
she never got to hear. The process that brought my song or,
perhaps more appropriately, my mother’s song, to fruition
was eight months in the making. Our band, The Class of
Homer, consisted of seven musicians and two singers;
we practised, rehearsed and refined the presentation, and
subsequently spent two full days in a studio professionally
recording the song.

Maria Moursellas (Paxinos) with her children, from left
Zagarinia, Irene and Nick

In June 2023 we held the official launch of Song of Ithaca
at The Cruising Yacht Club of South Australia, suitably
located with boats and yachts as the backdrop. It was a
very successful launch with 180 people attending, and
by all accounts, they really enjoyed the occasion. They
especially loved hearing the song for the first time, and
appreciated the video version which included the lyrics,
along with video clips and images of Ithaca, as well as
band members playing and putting the song together.
A Dbig thank you to Ithacan Philanthropic Society
committee member, Dennis Katsamas, who came to
Adelaide to attend the launch and took lots of great
photos.

I am so very proud of what we achieved and believe
Mum will have been tuning in on all of the sessions and
was with us at the launch. I bet she is pleased with the
Song of Ithaca.
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Such is our pride in this song, we would love to share it with
you. If you'd like to buy the DVD pack, including an audio CD
with the song and an extended dance version, and a Disk
which has the video version as described above, please
contact us at:

classofhomer@gmail.com

CD & DVD PACK

SON<S

of Homer

Ayia Mapiva E§wyn
St Marina Church Exoghi

The Society is pleased to inform members that funds held in trust
by the Society since 2016 have been transferred to their intended
destination. The funds were raised to repair the damage to the
Aghia Marina Church in Exoghi caused by earthquake activity in
the region in 2014. The funds were kept in trust at the request
of the Omilo Exoghi. Finally in 2023, with the assistance of the
Mayor of Ithaca, a bank account was opened specifically to receive
donations for the restoration of the Church. A total of $9547.41
was transferred which included the Society’s donation, donations
by members and friends of the Society, and interest earned.

Me yapd o Zovdeoudc poG OmECTEIAE TO XPNUOTO TOL Elxov
ovykevtpwbel Yo evioyvon emniokevng Ayiag Mapivag and (nuiég
oV ogtopov 10 2014. To mocd mov eiye kotatebel og 101aiTtEPO
Aoyopracpd oo to 2016 avépyetor og $9547.41. ZouneplopPavel
TIG YEVVOOOMPEG TPOGPOPES TMV UEADY KOt GIA®V, TNV dwpEd TOL
Yuvdéopov pog kabmg kot tov tpomelikd toko. Katatédnke og
€101K6 Aoyoproopd mov dvoiée 1o 2023 oty 106k kot mov givat
OTOKAEIOTIKA Y10 dwpeég emiokevng Ayiog Mapivog.

Eniong epétog o Afpoc 18dxng ohokApwoe T HeAéTn eMOKEVTG
tov Naod kot Tapadodnike Aoym appodidotntog oty Mntpdmoin
Agvkddog kar 10akng yio Tig ducég g evépyetes. Ex pépoug tov
Exxincuotikod XZvpfoviiov, AdPape and tov Kvpro Opéotn
Moavpopdtn to K4TmOL gVYOPLOTHPLO:

To ekkAnoLaoTiko cuBoUALo Tou IEPOY NAOY ATIAX MAPINAZ
EZQrH: I0AKHZ ocag evxaplotel Beppa yia tnv Bondeia mou
npocdEpate otov oeLGUONANKTO Nad pag. Asv gival n mpwtn
dopayLauTto cageuxapLoTOUE SUTAQ, MAVTOTE EL0TE ApwWyoioTo
SUoKolAo €pyo pag adou Exoupe peivel Alyol Kat n KAnpovouLd
TOU TPEMEL VAL MOPASWOOUHE OTLG EMOUEVEG YEVEEG TOAU
pHeyaAn. Ta xprpata o mopapeivouv oTov AoyopLacHo HEXPL
va xpnotponotndouv Kat Tote O oG EVNLEPWOOUHE OXETLKA.
EAnifoupe navra pe tnv BorOesia tng Ayiag Mapivag cuvtopa
va eMIOTPEYPEL OTO « OTUTL TNG « KOl LELG VO CUYKEVTPWOOUUE
€KEL yLa vaL yLopTaooupe otnv Xapa tng.

KoAR avtapwon to enopevo kKalokaipt otnv 10akn pag!!!

Snapshots from the screening of Lucy Kostos’ film
The Hidden Eye at the Clubrooms in July 2023

[

Children’s Christmas Tree Party

A fun afternoon with entertainment and a visit
from Santa
Sunday 3 December 2.00 pm at the Clubrooms

Register children now. Age limit:12 years
Download registration form from website and return
completed form by 15 November 2023. Reply details

on registration form.

Christmas Luncheon 2023
Join us to celebrate the festive season
Sunday, 10 December 2023, 12 pm - 4 pm
at Merrimu Receptions, Murrumbeena

Members $45 — Non-members $75
Children 12 years and under $30
Bookings essential: RSVP 4 December 2023

Trybooking:
https://www.trybooking.com/CMRQR

or
QR CODE

For further information contact:
Kristalenia Collins 0409 357 747 kcollins@ithaca.org.au



mailto:classofhomer@gmail.com
https://www.trybooking.com/CMRQR 
mailto:kcollins@ithaca.org.au

