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AYIZEYZ

Avutd 10 Xpbdvo, ot EAXAnveg oe 6lo 1O KOOHO
yoptalouv ta 200 xpovia arto tnv Emavdotaon
Tov 1821 Kkat Tov Aywva yia v avefaptnoio amd
mv OBopaviki kuplapxia. Huépa tou emionuou
eoptacpol kabiepwbnke n 25n Maptiov g eBvikn
eoptn) TG EAAGSog, Suthn yoptr, g EAAnvikng
Ave€aptnoiag kat tov Evayyehiopot tng Oeotokou.
e Mo Tov Kdopo, oTI§ KowoTnTeg TG EAAnvVIKAG
Swaormopdg, ovpPolkd  Ktiplxr  PwTicTnKav e
yoAG&Qior kot Aevkd  xpopata  yloptafovrag TN
Saxooaetia g EMAnvikng Enavaotaong (oehida
8). Zmv Bwrtopwx n Emrponr Opydvwong tng
EMnviknig EBvikng Eoptrg, éxet ouvtovicer pia
oelpd ekdnAwoewv Yo to 2021, EekvavTtag fe TNV
emionun telerr katdBeong otepavwv oto Hpwo
(Shrine of Remembrance), Tapousia EKITPOCWITOV
tov  Xuvléopou. Erépava  kartatédnkav omd

IMoMretaxd kot OpoomovSiakd MéAn g BovArg
kot antd tov Tevikd TTpd€evo tng EAMNGSog otnv
MeMBovpvn, Eppavounh Kakafelaxn (¢poto dvw).
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H ITpoedpog Zmupidovla Aryadétov KovtoouPéhn
kot o Avtmpdéedpog Aviwvng Apaxdmovlog
otV dve pwtoypadia, adov Katdbecav otepdvt
€K PEPOUG TOU XUVOECHOL KATQ TNV TEAETH) TOU
EX\nvikov RSL eig to Avotpahiavéd ENANvikoO
Mvnpeio. TeAetapyxng avtng TG ekdAwong fTav o
I'pappartéag Tov RSL, Téppng Kavéddog I6aknolag
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Bicentennial Greek Independence Celebrations
1821-2021
Eoptéc Alakooastiag

EAAnvikR¢ Ave§aptnoiag

This year, Greeks all over the world are celebrating 200 years since the out-
break of the Greek Revolution in 1821 and the ensuing War of Indepen-
dence against the Ottoman rulers. The official commemoration day was on
the 25th March, which is traditionally a national holiday in Greece celebrat-
ing Greek Independence and the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. All over
the world, in communities of the Greek diaspora, iconic buildings were il-
luminated in blue and white commemorating the bicentenary of the Greek
Revolution (see page 8).

In Victoria, the Organising Committee for Greek National Day has co-or-
dinated a series of events to take place over 2021, commencing with the
official wreath-laying ceremony at the Shrine of Remembrance, attended
by representatives of the Society. Wreaths were laid by State and Federal
Members of Parliament and the Consul General of Greece in Melbourne,
Emmanuel Kakavelakis (pictured above left).

President Spyridoula Digaletou Coutsouvelis and Vice President An-
thony Drakopoulos are pictured left after laying a wreath on behalf of the
Society at the Hellenic RSL's wreath-laying ceremony at the Australian Hel-
lenic Memorial. MC of this event was Hellenic RSL Secretary, Terry Kanel-
los who is of Ithacan heritage and a member of our Society. He welcomed
the Consul General of Greece, Emmanuel Kakavelakis and the Honourable
Governor of Victoria, Linda Desau, who both addressed the gathering.

The Society also paid tribute to the struggle for independence at its first
function for the year on the 11 April at the Clubrooms with the playing of
the national anthem, the screening of the official Greek 2021 Committee
video and a presentation by Kerkyrian friend of the Society, George Panga-
lis, focusing on the participation of Ithacans in the Revolution.

Also at this event eight VCE/VCAL graduates, pictured below, were pre-
sented with their awards. The two successful applicants for the Panoyiannis
Raftopoulos Awards, valued at $1500 each and co-sponsored by Spearos
Raftopoulos, were Anthony Drake and Leeawuleena Horler Skiotis. In
congratulating all the graduates on their achievement, guest speaker George
Pangalis emphasized “the importance of investing in the pursuit of knowl-
edge should never be underestimated. Your education will open up a
world of opportunities for you and enable you to contribute to society in
a meaningful way. Keep questioning, keep learning, as one’s education
is never complete’.

KANPOVOULEG Kot HEAOG TOU ZUVOECHOU
pog. O k. Kavélhog kohwoodpioe
tov Teviko TIpé€evo tng EMAGdog,
Eppoavouih  Kakafehaxn kabog Kot
v Aotipo KuBepvntn ¢ Biktopiag,
Linda Desau, ot omoiot kat piAnoav oe
QUTNA TN CLYKEVTPWOT).

O X0v8eopog oG emiong omotelve
$OPO TIHNG G€ AUTOVG TTOL AYWVIOTNKOVY
ya v avefaptnoia g EANGdog,
otV TPWTN ekSNHAwoN NG XPOvidg
o115 11 Ampihiov otnv ABovod pag e
Tov €Bviko Opvo, TN Tmapouvciacn otny
086vn Ttou emionuov EAAnvikov 2021
SvpPovriov Bivreo kat TNV ophia Tov
Kepxupaiov  ¢idov tov Zvvdéopou,
lewpyiov IlaykaAn, eotialovrag
mv ovppetoxy tev IBaxknciev oty |
Enavédotaon.
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Social
News

Twins Maya (girl) and Femi (boy)
Dracoulis-Terry had their first birthday
recently. They were born at the Royal
Women’s Hospital on the 19 March
2020. Proud parents Nicola Dracoulis
and Yunior Terry Cabrera are pictured
above with their double bundle of joy.
Nicola is the daughter of Elizabeth and
the late George Dracoulis.

Evelyn Morraitis and partner Matthew
Vider joyfully announce the birth of their
firstborn, Jackson Jim Vider. Jackson, or JJ
as dotingly called, was born at 9.49am on
Thursday 25th February 2021 at 3kg and
48cm. Becoming the fourth generation
Australia through the Morraitis lineage,
Jackson is the first grandchild of Jim and
Athina Morraitis, nephew of Nathan
Morraitis, great-nephew of Noula

McKenzie (nee Morraitis), the great-
grandson of Evangelia Pastras (nee
Raftopoulos) as well as the great-grandson
of the late Spiro Morraitis.

Honorary Life Member and former President of the Socie
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Margarita Varigos and Rolf Koenig wel-
comed their son Sebastian Nicholas
Koenig Varigos into the world on 11
November 2020 at 11:00am at the Mater
Hospital in Sydney, weighing 2.95kg and
measuring 47cm. Margarita is the daugh-
ter of Rena (Raftopoulos) and Nick Vari-
gos, former President of the Society.

Kristina Tsalikis and Zac Couyant are
thrilled to announce the arrival of their
baby girl, Zoe Ioanna, on 9 January 2021
Zoe’s birth has brought so much joy to the
extended family including grandparents
Eugenia and John Tsalikis and Melanie and
George Couyant, and great-grandmother,
Helen Vlass.

NEWSPAPER DONATIONS
AQPEEZ A EODHMEPIAA
Denis Philipatos

$50  Effie Palmer-Detsimas (QLD)

$100 Olga Black

$100 Gerry Polites

SEND US YOUR
SOCIAL, TRAVEL NEWS, etc.

for publication in the Odysseus
Editorial discretion may be applied

Photos will be returned, but
if not required, they will be stored
in the IHS Archives

Post to: PO Box 311,
Balwyn North, VIC 3104
or email news@ithaca.org.au

ober 2020 but due to COVID
restrictions his family celebrated this milestone in January 2021. Peter spent a wonderful day with his wife, children
and grandchildren, his sister and niece. Pictured, back row: Peter, Sam, Tim and Dean Paxinos and Spyridoula Maroulis;
front row: Zoe Paxinos, Christina, Alice and Georgia McDonald, Anna, Peter and Georgia Paxinos, Penelope Maroulis.
Congratulations Peter from all at the Club.

ty, Peter Paxinos turned 80 in Oct

ENGAGEMENT

On Saturday 27 March, Christopher
Tsalikis proposed to his long-term
girlfriend Jana Volfson at the St
Kilda Botanical Gardens during a
beautiful picnic under the gazebo.
They continued their celebrations
with nibbles and champagne the
following day with family and friends
to commemorate the beginning of
their wedding festivities to come.
Christopher is the son of Jim and Toni
Tsalikis and the grandson of Freda
and the late Louis Razos. We wish the
happy couple all the very best for their
upcoming nuptials.

BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations to
Reg Beasley who
turned ninety on 20
October 2020. It was
not until the lifting of
COVID restrictions,
that extended family

BRISBANE WEDDING

On the 14 November 2020, Jenny
(Ifigenia) Drakopoulos married Nick
Bellas. The ceremony took place at the
Greek Orthodox Church of St. George,
South Brisbane. The wedding celebration
was held at the Greek Community Cen-
tre, South Brisbane in March 2021. Jenny
is the daughter of Dennis and Sevasti
Drakopoulos, and the granddaughter of
the late Peter (Panayioti) Drakopoulos
of Ayious Saranta and the late Ifigenia
Drakopoulos (nee Karanges) of Paxi;
also the granddaughter of the late
George Pavlatos (of Vathi) and of
Irene Pavlatos of Monolithos, Rhodes.
Nick’s parents are Tom and Matina
Bellas both from Laconia, a province
in the Southern Peloponnese. The
Ithacan Society of Queensland extends
warm congratulatory wishes to the
beautiful young couple and wishes them
happiness, joy, health and unending
love.

100* Birthday

Ekatootn Emételog MeveOAiwv

Tig Lo OepuéG EUXEG oTNV ayamnTi
Awapavrtiva Kopvnvou yla ta EKato Xpovia Twv
YeVEBALWV NG, Mavta XapoUpevn

were able to celebrate
the occasion with
him, together with his
wife Sia, at a family
Christmas gathering.
Reg is pictured above
with his sister-in-law
Helen Vlass.

Diamantina Cominos nee Vlassopoulou turned one
hundred in March 2021. Born in 1921 in Laho, Ithaca,
Mantina arrived in Australia in 1948. Until the last
couple of years she lived independently in her own home,
supported by her sons Nicko and Dimitri here in Melbourne
and communicating long distance with her eldest son
Xenophon who lives in Greece. She would occupy herself
with her favourite pastime, reading, as well as writing
poetry. Members of the Club visited her on the occasion
of her milestone birthday. Pictured above are from left, son
Dimitri Cominos, Helen Vlass, Olivia Paxinos, Eugenia
Vlass-Tsalikis and Spyridoula Digaletou-Coutsouvelis.
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Congratulations to our VCE/VCAL Graduates

ITHAKI

Zuyxapntripla CTOUG Ame(poITOUG IOV TOUG
anevepnOnkav ta Bpapeia VCE amd tov
ZuvdEoHO pag

Mikayla Beasley (2) is the daughter of Michael Beasley
and Sally Roberts and the granddaughter of Anastasia
and Reginald Beasley. Mikayla completed her VCE at
Firbank Grammar and is now studying a double degree
at Monash University in Business and Marketing as
well as working as a part-time nanny. In Year 12 she
duxed her class in Business Management and was
awarded the Butters Memorial Prize for achievement
of personal best. She enjoys playing netball, going to the
gym and reading. For five years Mikayla participated
in competitive rowing, beating an Australian rowing
machine record in 2018 as well as her school’s record
in 2020. Mikayla visited Ithaca in 2019 and has lasting
memories of the beaches and stunning views.

Soraya Defteros (1) is the daughter of Peter Defteros
and Megan Jenkins and the granddaughter of June and
the late Spiros Defteros. Raya undertook her VCE at
Albert Park College and received the school’s Excellence
Award for Literature. She is taking a gap year this year
after accepting an offer to undertake the Bachelor of
Film and Television at Swinburne University. She hopes
one day to be a filmmaker and write for the screen.
She was fortunate enough to do work experience with
Director Robert Connolly on the Film “The Dry” Her
interests are writing and creating, playing guitar and
singing. Raya visited Ithaca in 2019 and was moved by
the warm welcome her family received wherever they
went.

Anthony Drake (4) is the son of Peter Drake and
Jacqueline Beringer and the grandson of Florence and
Honorary Life Member Antonios Drakopoulos. He
completed his VCE at Carey Baptist Grammar where
he studied Literature, German, History, Philosophy,
Maths and Chemistry. He is continuing with his studies,
undertaking a Bachelor of Arts at the University of
Melbourne. Although unsure about his future career,
he is certain of one thing — that he would like to start a
family. His interests are reading, poetry and Manchester
United. He has vivid and nostalgic memories of a trip to
Ithaca — the winding roads, the church of Aghia Marina
in Exoghi and the breathtaking view from the Church
of Panagia Eleousa.

Leeawuleena Horler Sikiotis (3) is the daughter of
Fionn Skiotis and Lisa Horler and the granddaughter
of Denis and Jean Sikiotis. She completed her VCE
at Northcote High School and was Dux in Media,
Legal Studies and Environmental Science. She is now
studying a double degree in Arts and Science at Monash

NEW INITIATIVE
FORTERTIARY STUDENTS

ITHACA HOUSE OPEN
FOR PRIVATE STUDY
OFFERING AN ALTERNATIVE
TO STUDYING AT HOME
OR IN THE LIBRARY

for students sitting Semester 1 exams
Wednesdays & Fridays, Level 2
2 June - 25 June 2022

Online registration essential at
www.ithaca.org.au

Contacts for further information:

Marguerite M mmetaxas@ithaca.org.au
Penny V penelopevgeorgia@gmail com
IPS Secretary, Tania Soulis secretary@ithaca.org.au

University after receiving a Monash Mentor Scholarship.
She is passionate about the environment and social justice
issues. Her career dream is to one day become either an
environmental lawyer or a science communicator and
to incorporate media and film into her field of work.
Leeawuleena has many interests including basketball,
Muay Thai kickboxing and singing. She has been to Ithaca
three times and would give anything to be sitting down at
Poli again, with a Lux in hand, looking out over the Ionian
Sea.

Emily McQuillen (5) is the daughter of Janelle Caravias
and the granddaughter of Paul and Helen Caravias. Emily
completed the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning
at Kambrya College obtaining a Certificate 2 in Salon
Assistant. This year she is continuing with vocational
studies, undertaking a childcare course at Chisholm
Institute. Emily enjoys creative drawing, in particular
designing fashions.

Nicholas Paizis (7) is the son of John Paizis and Therese
Sweeney and the grandson of the late Themistocles and
Christina Paizis. He completed his VCE at McKinnon
Secondary College where he was elected Deputy School
Captain in 2020. He is continuing his studies at Monash
University, undertaking a double degree in Engineering
and Commerce. Nicholas hopes in the future to have
an impact on the construction industry as it faces the
challenges of increasing population growth. He enjoys
physical activities including AFL football, golf, running
and weight training.

Timothy Paxinos (8) is the son of Joanne and the late
Dr Anastasios Paxinos and the grandson of Georgia and
Honorary Life Member Peter Paxinos. Completing his
VCE at Caufield Grammar, Tim is currently taking a gap
year before commencing an Arts degree in Music Industry
at RMIT. Music is his passion and he enjoys nothing better
than strumming on his electric guitar playing a diverse
range of music including blues, rock and funk. Tim keeps
active by participating in indoor futsal soccer.

Anthony Turone (6) is the son of Christine and the
late John Turone and the grandson of Lula Vasilopoulos
Psiliakos and the late Hercules Psiliakos. He completed
his VCE at Parade College, Bundoora and is continuing
his studies with a Bachelor of Information Technology at
La Trobe University. He hopes to follow a career path in
information technology. He enjoys spending time on his
playstation, and also has an interest in cars and motor

sports, including Formula 1.
ITHANX
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Galatis Chocolates

Interval at Saturday night’s Paramount Pictures double feature at Port The-
atre, and cinema patrons surge across Bay Street for refreshment. Some pick
up their sarsaparillas — or icecreams in dixie cups — from the milk bar in the
Market shops. But others cross over Liardet Street to Galatis Chocolates.

What raptures are remembered when people recall this shop: the frozen
banana treats ... the thick, frothy spiders and milk shakes, those very special
chocolates made by hand by Mr Galatis, ‘who always had his hat on’,

He made chocolate coated ice creams before anyone else ever thought of it.
And did he not make the best malted milk in the summertime?

Extracts from “They Can Carry Me Out” Memories of Port Melbourne,
edited by Paul Grainger, City of Port Melbourne 1991

My father Gerald Galatis was
christened Christogerasimos and was
born in Anoghi, Ithaca 13 November
1911 to Nicholas and Rodamanthi
Galatis (nee Paizis also from Anoghi).
The family paratsoukli was Bourboulas.
Gerald was the eldest of three sons, his
siblings being Vasilios and Spiridon
respectively.

Gerald migrated to Australia in 1924
and came by ship from Greece via
Port Said and landed in Fremantle,
Western Australia. He settled with
uncles Alexandros and Konstantinos
Paizis, both brothers of Rodamanthi,
and worked for some time in South
Australia in fish shops, fruit shops, etc to
support not only himself, but to send as
much as he could afford back to Ithaca,
particularly to assist his ailing father who
was suffering from the chest condition
called consumption (phthisi).

In the late 1920s, Gerald accompanied
his uncles and their wives (who were
both called Joyia, anglicised to Joyce)
to Melbourne. His uncle Konstantinos
Paizis opened a confectionery business at
225 Bay Street Port Melbourne, and it was
here that Gerald learnt the confectionery
trade from Konstantinos, who in turn had
been tutored by a gentleman who Gerald
always referred to as Barba Bendigo.

Once Gerald had accumulated sufficient
savings and was confident with his
newly-acquired skills as a confectioner,
he bought the business from his uncle
Konstantinos, in the early 1930s,
which he called Home Made Sweets &
Specialities

Leaving his uncle Konstantino to run
the business, Gerald returned to Ithaca
in 1934 to visit his ailing father. It was
on this trip that he became engaged to
Elli Rossolymou, the elder daughter
of neighbours Kalliope and Dionysios
(paratsoukli: Nitsas). Gerald returned
to Melbourne and Elli followed in
1935, chaperoned by another migrating
Ithacan family. They were married in
October 1935 by a Greek priest in the
lounge room of uncle Alexandros’ Banks
Street, South Melbourne home, as Gerald
worked seven days a week. (Eventually, he
contracted scarlet fever and was ordered
by his doctor to take one day a week
off.) The marriage was then registered at
Evangelismos Church, East Melbourne.
A year and a half later, Elli gave birth to
son Nick on her seventeenth birthday.

Gerald and Elli successfully ran the
confectionery/milk bar business in Bay
Street for thirty plus years, while living at
arented dwelling at the rear ofa pharmacy
shop just five or six shops down the road.
Gerald was very fastidious in his craft. In
the photograph (far right) of the window
display, where he can be seen standing

at the entrance with his short sleeve
white over-jacket. The display chocolates
were always lined up with strict military
precision and stacked up in pyramids
with the outer chocolates of the pyramid
wrapped in paper foil - a very laborious
but effective operation.

All the confectionery was made on the
premises in a room approximately thirty
square metres. The factory area doubled
as a kitchen, dining room, study and
music room (where I practised the violin)
all rolled into one. It all worked because
it had to! The chocolate centres consisted
of glucose, egg white with a portion of
cream of tartar to thicken the creamy
centres. The glucose was heated in an
80cm high and 80cm wide cauldron and
was then poured onto a two-metre long
by one-metre wide and 15cm thick slab
of marble. Next the egg white and cream
of tartar mixture was added using a large
paddle. The egg white and cream of
tartar mixture had to be pre-mixed and
added at exactly the correct temperature
otherwise the glucose would drift off
the marble slab. The mixture was then
worked on until it had gone completely
white.

The mixture was then transferred into
a steel cone-shaped funnel and was
literally drip fed through a hole in the
bottom of the funnel into numerous
rows of starch-moulded shapes where it
was allowed to cool and harden enough
for the chocolate dipping process.
There were various shaped moulds for
the different flavoured cream centres,
such as squares for caramels, vanilla
creams, fig centres, rectangles for dried
apricots, round shapes for raspberry and
strawberry flavours, banana shapes for
the banana centres, etc. There was such
a large variety of centres! In addition
to the ones just mentioned, I also

remember peppermint, pineapple and
ginger creams. The ginger and figs were
purchased from fellow Ithacan proprietor
and wholesaler Panoyiannis Raftopoulos
of Regal Trading Company at 29 William
Street in the CBD. As a manufacturer
during the WW2 years when rations
and coupons were necessary for many
commodities, my father had a licence to
purchase commercial quantities of sugar
without coupons. He was therefore able
to help out Panoyiannis with additional
quantities of sugar.

As well as the cream centres, Gerald’s
confectionary range included peanut
toffee, peanut clusters, coconut ruffs,
butterscotch, milk rock (nougat) and
slabs of dark and milk chocolates
containing roasted almonds, coconut
flakes etc. Chocolate Easter eggs were
also a feature. Customers would ask,
“Mr G, what's the Easter bunny bringing
you?” Gerald would reply with, “Don’t be
silly I am the Easter bunny!” In the 1940s
my father donated chocolates for the
Children’s Christmas Party at the Ithacan
Club, as noted in the IPS minutes.

Customers would come from far and
wide for our malted milks and milk
shakes. Dad’s secret was to keep the milk
very cold to produce the best result.
He created the Two-In-Omne chocolate-
coated ice-cream (further developed by
Sennitt’s and Peter’s Ice Cream into the
different varieties of today). The vanilla
ice-cream on a stick was hand dipped
into warm chocolate and then quickly
frozen. In the early days, this innovation
became a frenzied favourite and
interrupted my parents’ usual practice
of taking a lunchtime break. Despite
the Closed for Lunch notice, customers
would bang on the front door for service.
My father would respond with plenty of
Greek expletives!!

Dad’s handwriting was testament to his
dedication to correctness and precision.
His window displays of chocolates were
praised far and wide and marvelled at
because no props or fakes were used.
Everything was freshly prepared and
displayed. Window stock was rotated
weekly, and the windows were cleaned
and floors scrubbed between changes.
Gerald’s skill as a confectioner was
recognised by George Polites (from
Lefkada), proprietor of the Green Gate
Confectionery & Milk Bar on the corner
of Elizabeth and Flinders Streets. George
was always trying to convince Gerald to
move premises to the CBD, but the ever-
cautious Gerald did not want to take any
unnecessary financial risks.

My mother Elli helped in all aspects of
the business including chocolate dipping
and serving customers. Dad initially
helped her to learn English, but she then
further developed her communication
skills by serving in the shop. She later
took on a correspondence course to
develop her writing and comprehension
further.

I personally helped to keep the profits low
and the dental bill high! My dentist said to
my mother after numerous fillings, “We
are building on sand!” 1 will never forget
one of our customers who used to come
to the shop over many years. He was a
night watchman on Station Pier, the then
migrant arrival port in Melbourne, just
two blocks away. He would come into
the factory where I would be practising
the violin and would ask if he could
touch the instrument while I played. The
poor man was stone deaf and wanted to
feel the violin’s vibration. His hearing
was damaged in the Second World War
where, as a gunner, he never wore his
earplugs. “I wish to Christ I could hear it

he would exclaim.

Photo above 1940s, courtesy of Margaret Couch, “They Can Gerald had a
Carry Me Out” Memories of Port Melbourne. Gerald Galatis mischievous

can be seen at the rear of the shop making the chocolates.

nature.
Our telephone number
was unfortunately

similar to a local taxi
company. He would
respond to regular calls
complaining about
delays with, “Yes, it’s on
its way’, and then would
hang up! Holiday time
was in January each
year for two weeks and
was always in Hepburn
Springs, famous for
its mineral baths, still
operational to this day.

Both my parents enjoyed the break from daily routine and the mineral baths provided relief
for their tired aching limbs. Before leaving for our vacation, Dad would always complain
about having to clear the window display. He would place the pyramids of chocolates
neatly on the concrete floor to avoid the possibility of the summer heat melting them.

By the early 1960s Gerald and Elli had had enough of work. The business was sold in 1963
and they retired to smell the roses. Retirement began with an extended holiday to Ithaca,
which was my first. Back in the family home in Hawthorn, Dad took to gardening and
supplied the neighbourhood with figs and tomatoes in season while Mum was able to
pursue home duties, as well as care for her ailing mother Kalliope, whom my parents had

brought out from Ithaca in the early 1950s.

Nicholas Galatis



On the 30 January Gerry and Mary Raftopoulos
celebrated their 50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
with their children and grandchildren (pictured above).
The children surprised them with a magnificent set-up at
the iconic Kings Park in Perth. White and gold was the
theme with twinkling lights on the tables. It was truly
breathtaking against the Perth skyline. Each of their six
grandchildren made a speech. It was very interesting to
hear what they thought of their papou and yiayia. Some
made us laugh and others brought tears to our eyes.

Fifty years ago, the newly-married couple left Durban,
South Africa on the P&O liner Canberra and set sail for
a dream honeymoon in Australia and the Far East. Gerry
wanted to meet his family and cousins in Sydney, the
Raftos (Spozi) family in Coogee. On the way to Sydney,
the ship docked in Perth for the day. They did a tour of the
city but remember little of the day. Never in their wildest
dreams did they expect that they would leave South
Africa, the land of their birth, move to Australia and settle
in sleepy Perth. Now fifty years on, they are happily settled
there, in beautiful Perth, with their children and Aussie
grandchildren.
STEPHEN KIKIROS

1924-2021

Recipient in 2017
of the
Inaugural
Michelides Award
recognising a

lifetime of com-

munity service
in Perth

Stephen Kikiros was born on 14 September 1924 at the
family home at 10 James Street, Perth. He was the youngest
of seven children born to his parents, Constantine (from
Paleros) and Spirithoula Kikiros (nee Kouvara, born in
Exoghi, Ithaca). His parents had emigrated from Greece
in 1912 with the two oldest children, Andrew and Jack.
The remaining children, Mary, George, Nicholas, Kate
and Stephen were born in Australia. Two of his brothers
tragically passed away at a young age, which only cemented
Stephen’s commitment to family.

Stephen was educated at Highgate Primary School and
then at the Perth Boys’ High School. He passed his Junior
Certificate in seven subjects. He commenced employment
with the public service at the Forest Department. In
addition to working full-time, Stephen studied for
and passed introductory and intermediate courses in
accountancy. When he was eighteen, Stephen joined the
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and trained at Point
Cook, Victoria as a Wireless Telegraphist. He was posted
to the Exmouth Gulf attached to the 11* Fighter Sector.
He was then transferred to Onslow and later to Darwin,
completing his service in 1946.

Stephen completed his accountancy studies with the
Federal Institute of Accountants. He was awarded the
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R.R. Long Prize for obtaining the highest aggregate marks
in Western Australia for the four final examinations.
He joined the Commonwealth Bank of Australia on 10
November 1948. Due to his fluency in Greek, he was
deployed for a time to the Migrant Information Service.
He accompanied several thousand Greek migrants on
numerous trips to Melbourne and Sydney, helping them
to find employment and assisting them to obtain finance.
Later, he also aided several hundred prospective migrant
families from East and South Africa and Kenya. Stephen
worked his way up to bank manager and managed four
branches over a period of twenty-one years. He was the
first Australian of Greek descent in Western Australia to
be promoted to bank manager. In 1985, he was promoted
to the position of State Manager of Marketing Services, a
position he held until he retired in 1987. In 1984, Stephen
was made a Fellow of the Bankers’ Institute of Australasia.

Stephen’s contribution to the Greek community of Perth
was unparalled. He served as Vice-President of the
Hellenic Community of Western Australia Inc. and was
appointed Trustee of the organisation (2002), followed
by the award of Life Membership (2006). He was also on
the inaugural Greek Welfare Association Committee with
Father Emmanuel, under the leadership of Bishop Ezekiel.
Stephen was particularly proud of initiating the purchase
of a property for $16,000, by the Hellenic Women’s
Association. He helped obtain finance for the purchase
which has increased significantly in value.

Stephen was appointed an inaugural Trustee of the Chapel
of St John the Theologian in Prevelly, Western Australia.
This church is a replica of a Chapel in Preveli, Crete and
was built in honour of the monks who hid and protected
Allied servicemen during the Second World War.

On 1 July 1999, Stephen was appointed to the Board of
St Andrew’s Grammar School, a multicultural private
school. He served on the Building and Development
Committee, Finance Committee, Staff Salaries Review
Committee and Fundraising Committee. Later, during
his term as Chairman of the Board, a decision was made
to develop the school from Year 7 to Year 12. Stephen
worked diligently for this to become a reality, leading a
fundraising drive which raised more than $1,000,000 in
donations and pledges. Stephen was honoured with the
establishment of the Stephen Kikiros Honour Award
which recognises Outstanding Citizenship and Service to
the School by a senior school student.

Stephen was an excellent Australian Rules footballer in
his day. He played some senior games for the Claremont
Football Club and also coached the Claremont Football
Club Colts for a time.

Last but not least, the most important part of Stephen’s
life was his family. Stephen and his beloved wife of over
seventy-one years, Katherine, met after WWIIL. They
married in 1949 and shared a long, mostly healthy and
happy life together. They were blessed with three children,
Sylvia, Pamela and Colin. He was very proud of his three
children, his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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VALE DENIS SYRMIS

Denis Syrmis, a foundation member and committee
member of the Ithacan Society of Queensland passed
away on the 8 November 2020. He is survived by his wife
Maria, daughter Kris and her husband Nino Zoccali, his
son Nicholas, grandson Luca and siblings Voula Castan
and Con Syrmis.

A tribute to
the best big
brother a
little
sister could
have

Voula Castan

My exceptional brother Denis Syrmis was a big-
hearted, loveable, authentic person. What you saw
was what you got; there was no politics, there was no
game playing. He was born in Ayr, North Queensland
on the 19 December 1928, winning a baby competition
that was conducted there at that time. His education
was interrupted by the movement of his father
between two countries, World War 11 and the tragic
circumstances of the death of his father and his little
sister.

Denis had many talents and interests. He was artistic
and had beautiful handwriting. He was a film buff,
attending movies regularly, and knew all the stars
and their film histories. He was a skilled diver,
demonstrating extraordinary acrobatics in the air
before hitting the water. Denis had an aptitude for
mechanical work and at one stage wanted to be a pilot.
He was a mechanic, an engine driver, a boiler maker,
responsible for turning out all the beer at 4X. He had
an amazing tool collection and would willingly help
family and friends with their cars and lawnmowers.
He loved cars, owning a Blue Riley as a young man,
and was able to pull them apart, repair them and then
put them together again. His own car was always
impeccably clean and beautifully polished.

He learnt to box and gained a reputation for having
such a great upper-cut that it took only one good
uppercut to make a knockout. Mum and I were
worried about his boxing success. To dissuade him
from participating in this sport, we told him that he
could get a broken nose and that would change his
appearance. That had the desired result and he stopped
boxing as he prided himself on his appearance and did
not want to damage his Tony Curtis look-alike image.

He was also a celebrity rock and roll dancer in his day,
performing with the Frango brothers and teaching
various moves at Cloudland. Some of his fans of
yesteryear have remained fans even today. He used
me to practice his moves to loud rock and roll music,
whirling me up in the air, through his legs, round his
back and under his arms while his feet never stopped
moving. He practised until he had perfected the move,
then I was allowed to go back to reading my book.

Denis had a love of animals and plants and was as good
a gardener as his mother. He kept two cats as pets. He
would feed the Blue Persian kitten he inherited from his
daughter with fresh prawns. Given this special attention,
she lived for twenty years, a ripe old age for Blue Persians.
The cockatoos were fed daily and the head cockatoo
would bring flocks of them to Denis’s back door and they
would all line up squawking for a feed.

When he decided it was time to settle down, he
asked his mother to write a letter of proposal to a
young girl he had spotted in Anoghi, on a visit to
Ithaca. Her name was Maria and she was still in his
mind and heart. Though Mum made him sleep on
it, Denis was adamant that she was the girl for him.
And indeed she was; she was the great love of his
life for all his life. His love extended to his daughter
Kris and his son Nicholas, to his son-in-law Nino for
whom he would do anything, and to his grandchild
Luca who was so special.



MHNENOMH NPOXAAENTH-
ANE=ANAPATOY
PINELOPI PROSALENTI-
ALEXANDRATOU

Anefiwoe otnv ABrva, otig 19 Oxteppiov
2020, nyoytd pagIInvedonnIlpocalévin-
AAe€avdpartov. H TInvelomnn yevvriBnke
010 Meooloyyl Artwloakapvaviag Kat
frav kopn Tov Ilavaywwtn ITpocodévin
kat ™G Alovuoiag  Mavpokedpdiov
ané v E€wyn. Amo¢oitnoe amod tnv
Avotdarn Zxoln Tpame(ikov Zmovdmv kat
epyaotnke otnv Tpamela g EANGSos.
[Mavtpevtnke tov Emvpo Ale€avdpdro
and 115 Opikes, aEIOHATIKO TNG TTOAEHIKNAG
aEPOTIOPIaG, TOV O1T0i0 AKOA0VONOE Oe OAeg
TIG AITOOTOAEG TOU O€ OLAPOPES XWPESG TOV
e€WTEPIKOY, XWPIG TTOTE VA ATTOXWPLOTOVY
0 £€vag ToV GANOV [EXPL TO TENOG TG (wiig
Tov. Améxtnoav 0o Kopeg, Tnv Ntevil kat
v TCiva, kat dvo eyyovég, Tnv TTnvelomnn
Kot TV Muptw, TIG omoieg ponoav otnv
aydomn tovg yw tnv 10dxn, Tov to1mo drov
TIAVTA EMECTPEPAV.

Tnv yayld pag xapaktrpiie n alonpéneia
Kat 1 evyévela. H Suvapkotnra 1ng
Aettoupyoloe wg oThpLy o Kat TopaSetypa
ylo TV owkoyévela. ITavroTe mepumonpévn
Kol KOKéTa ouvéxlle va ¢ppovtilel Toug
ayamnpuévoug NG HéXpL To TENOG NG
Cwn¢ ™G. 'E¢puye mepirpryvpiopévn and 1a
madid TG Kat T eyyovia ThG, oL ATV 1)
HEYOAUTEPT) TINYT) TNG XAPAG TNG.

Our grandmother, Pinelopi Prosalenti-
Alexandratou passed away on 19 October
2020. Pinelopi was born in Mesologgi,
Aitoloakarnania and was the daughter
of Panagiotis Prosalentis and Dionysia
Mavrokefalou, from Exoghi. She graduated
from the Banking Studies Institute of
Higher Education and worked at the Bank
of Greece. She married Spyro Alexandrato,
from Frikes, Military Air Force Officer,
whom she followed in all of his missions
abroad, without ever parting from each
other till his death. They had two daughters,
Denise and Gina, and two granddaughters,
Pinelopi and Myrto, to whom they infused
their love for Ithaca, the place they always
returned to.

What characterized our grandmother was
her kindness and dignity. Her resilience
and dynamic personality was a pillar of
support and an example for all of us.
Always well-dressed, she kept taking care
of her loved ones till the end. She left
surrounded by her children and grand
children who were her biggest joy.

CHRIS SOFIANOS
1932-2020

Sadly, on 23 May 2020, Chris Sofianos
passed away in Newcastle. Chris was born
in 1932 in Agia Paraskevi on the island of
Lesvos. He came to Australia at the age
of seventeen and started work with his
uncle in Barraba at the Monterey Cafe.
In 1956 he met his love, Niki Cominos,
the daughter of the late Peter and Maria
Cominos from Lefki, and they were
married in 1957. They were married for
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sixty-three years and had two sons George
and Peter. He built a lovely home on the
island of Ithaki, where he spent many
summers with his wife and his best friend
and brother-in-law Arthur Cominos and
sister-in-law Jenny Cominos, welcoming
lots of friends and family, Chris was a man
of few words but a man who was greatly
respected in business and the community.
He is greatly missed by all.

Dimity Megalos

ANGELA PATERDIS
1978-2020

The Ithacan Society of Queensland
was saddened to hear of the passing
of Angela Paterdis aged forty-two, a
beautiful daughter, wife and mother.
and extends its condolences to her
husband Dr. Jason Paterdis, children
Alexia and Phillip, to Angela’s parents
Leo and Anna Raftopoulos and sister
Maree.

Me peydAn AOTn  oag  avayyéAoupe
ott otag 25 AexepPpiov amePiwoe 1)
ayarnti pog Ayyeda Paterdis etwv
42. H Ayyeha ntav Ouyatépa ToOUL
HMia (Leo) Pavtomovrog (TooAng) o
m¢ Avvag ZépPog amd tnv Brisbane,
ovlvyog tov Ap. Jason Paterdis, o
untépa v 8180wV Alexia kot Phillip.
H Ayyela yevvinke otnv Brisbane 6mov
Kot omoUdaoe Kal €METUXE TO TTUXELO
Bachelor amé 1o mavemotiuio QUT.
Yvyyeveig kot ¢pidol mavta Ba Bupovvte
™V Ayyela, TNV ay&n Tng, To Xapoyelo
NG Kot TNV afloTpemeta tnge.

Angela Paterdis (née Raftopoulos)
was born in Brisbane in 1978, the first
daughter to Leo and Anna Raftopoulos
of Brisbane, paternal granddaughter of
Gerasimos Raftopoulos (Tsolis), originally
from Frikes in Ithaca and of Eugenia
Paxinou (Liri) from Anoghi. Her maternal
grandparents were Jack Zervos from
Rockhampton, originally from Kythira,
and Angela Koutsis from Chios.

Angie, as she was better known, grew up
into an attractive young lady with a vibrant
personality. She was well mannered,
always with a smile on her face, always
teasing, joking and always with a positive
outlook even when things were not going
well, a characteristic that helped her later
on in her short life. Angie attended the
Indooroopilly State School and later the
Queensland University of Technology
from where she graduated with a Bachelor
of Business majoring in Marketing. She
worked in Brisbane, Athens and London
and enjoyed the opportunity to travel
extensively.

In 2009, everything changed for Angie.
Dr Jason Paterdis came into her life and
after a few months of courting they were
married in 2010. All was going well for
them, the world was at their feet. But a
few months into their marriage, Angie
was diagnosed with a highly aggressive
cancer. Being Angie, she was not going to
let this disease win. She fought it with all
her might for nearly ten years whilst trying
to live as normally as possible. Their twins,
Alexia and Phillip, were born in 2015 and
they kept her busy and distracted; but the
disease continued spreading.

In the early morning of Christmas Day
2020, Angie lost the long battle. The
funeral took place in the Church of St
George, packed with relatives and friends
and where, ten years earlier, her marriage

was celebrated. Angie, the dignity and the
persistence with which you fought the
cancer was inspirational. You gave it your
all and now it is time for you to rest in
peace, beautiful girl.

DENISE (DIONYSIA) POLITES
AIONYZIA NMOANITH
1934-2020

21ig 11 NoeuBpiou 2020 £@uye atmod
avt] ™ (o n oefaocty Kal ayorntr
Awovvuoia IToAitn. H Awovuoia yevvrOnke
oto opoppo xwpld E€wyn, omnv I6axn.

Hrav kopn twv Opéotn kot Afuntpag

Aevtepaiov, 1 pikpdtepn adeAdn TwV
Nitoag, Takn, Topyov, Odvocéa Kal
Eiprivng. O matépag toug mébave dtav
n Awovuoia fAtav 8o xpovov Kal Ta
noaldid  avaykdotnkav  évag  €vag, va
HETAVAOTEDOOLY Yl M KoAUTEPT
(on, otnv Avotpalia, Adpikr kat Néa
Znhavdia. H Alovuoia pe Tnv pntépa tng
Kat v vogn toug Kadovr éptacay otny
MeMBotpvn 1o 1954.

To 1955 emavrtpevtnke Tov [epacipo
[ToAitn amd tn Aevkdda kat amdkTnoay
dvo Tékva Tov ETaOn xat tnv Apéla.
AfioBnkav  va  Souvv  eyyovia, TOULG
Avdpéa, Katepivn, Awovucia  kal
I'epdoipo. Hrav pa adootwpévn ovluyog
Kol UNTEPA, AGTPEVE TA EYYOVIX TNG Kol
nTav uvmepridpavn ya avtd. Ayamovoe
v I16&kn kot mavta vmoothpile ToOV
Yuv8eoud pag omov pe tov T(épn
TIAPELVPLOKOTAV O€ ONEG TIG eKINAWOELG
poG. Ayamnth) and Oleg oTn Mopéx TOU
Mrmiyko, XapHoYeAaoTH), TAVTOTE €AEYE TN
KOANUépa NG, He fia KoAr) KouPévta yia
oMovg. TTavta Ba eivar otn Bvpon dAwv
pe oefacud Kat aydmn.

Denise Polites (nee Dionysia Deftereou)
was born in the village of Exoghi, Ithaki
on 17 December 1934. Records also show
her birth as 1932. But my mother always
insisted that those records were wrong. No
one was going to add two years to her age
and get away with it. So 1934 it shall be.

At the age of two my mother lost her father
and consequently had no memory of him.
Life in a Greek village for a widow with six
surviving children would not have been
easy. They had food, they had some milk,
they had what they could grow, they had
each other, but they did not have a future
on the island. So one by one they left. Nitsa
came to Australia, Taki went to South
Africa, George and Othisea also came to
Australia along with Irini, who then went
on to New Zealand. The last to leave Ithaki
was my mum, the youngest of the siblings,
who together with her mother Dimitra and
Kaloni (Dimitra’s daughter-in law to be) left
Greece on the ship the Himalaya, arriving
in Melbourne in 1954. The following year,
Denise married Gerry Polites.

On Sunday 12 February 1956 a tragedy
unfolded with the sudden death of my
mother’s eldest brother George. George
died from a heart attack in the back seat of
my father’s car during a mercy dash to the
Royal Melbourne Hospital. George’s death
had a profound effect on my mother and
her family. As a young woman of twenty-
two, she wore black for five years as a sign
of mourning. A month later in March
1956, 1 came along. My parents then
bought a house with Mum’s loving brother
Othisea and his wife Marika and they all
moved to Pascoe Vale. Six years later my
sister Amelia was born and in 1970 we
moved to Doncaster where our parents
raised us as teenagers and young adults.

My mother taught me three important
lessons. The first was that family is the
most important thing in life. My mother
lived for her family. She cared and loved
us and worked tirelessly for us for sixty
years. She would say that because her
grandchildren: Andrew, Catherine, Denise
and Gerry were her children’s children,
she loved them twice over. My mother
was a staunch defender of family. No
one could ever say anything derogatory
about a Defteros, a Razos or a Polites in
her presence without her jumping to their
defence.

The second lesson my mother taught me
was the importance of an education. She
provided me with everything I needed
to educate myself, the schools, the quiet
home environment, the meals, the care
and the years of commitment. Thirdly,
my mother taught me what it means to
be an ITHACAN. She was so proud of
being an ITHACAN and loved all things
ITHACAN. She loved the ITHACAN
New Year eve dances, the Christmas
lunches, the annual picnics, the trips away,
the bingo sessions and all her bingo friends
and much, much more.

From its position high up on the mountain,
she would tell me that the view from
Exoghi was beautiful. But how good could
it be? It was not until six years ago when I
visited Ithaca with my wife Mary and our
children Denise and Gerry that I was able
to understand my mother’s passion. The
view from Exoghi, looking down over the
jade bay of Aphales, with the trees rolling
down to the water’s edge, literally took my
breathe away. The bells of the church in
Exoghi tolled in her honour and she has
been laid to rest with a piece of rubble in
her hands from the ruins of the house in
which she was born.

My mother loved life and life loved her. She
loved going shopping with her girls, Mary,
Amelia, Catherine and Denise. She loved
our Christmas and family functions, she
loved all the fun times we had in Torquay,
she loved all of her friends, and all of her
children’s friends, always opening her
house and arms to them.

My mother fought a courageous battle
in the final years of her life and showed
incredible strength, courage and resilience.
She is now at peace with God, her parents
and her siblings. I love you Mitera mou
and you will always be in my heart.

Steven Polites

WALTER BILLETER
1943 - 2020

Walter Billeter, 77 of Eaglemont, Mel-
bourne, passed away on 3 October 2020
after a very short battle with lung cancer.
Walter was born on 4 July 1943 to Carl
and Martha Billeter-Geissbuehler in Mu-
raz sur Sierre, Switzerland. He graduated
from Naturwissenschaftliches Gymnasium,
Basle and went on to study civil drafting.
After working in Switzerland for a few
years, he emigrated to Australia. In 1966
he met Penelope Kallinikos. They wed in
1970 and were blessed with two children,
Karl and Annelies. Walter had many pas-
sions and combined these in his careers and
leisure activities: drafting, writing. editing,
translating and creating performance read-
ings. In 1991 he completed a BA Hons in
German, Italian and Literature followed
by a Diploma of Education and went on to
teach German, Italian and Computer studies
at secondary school level.



After retiring, Walter spent his time on many
building projects around the house, travelling
back to Switzerland, being with his grand-
children, and enjoying his hobbies of Tai Chi
and long walks with his wife and dog. Walter
is predeceased by his parents and his sister
Vreni. He is survived by his wife Penelope,
his brothers Peter and Herbert, his two chil-
dren Karl and Annelies and his three grand-
children, Sarah, Gemma and Tabitha.

ANTONIOS SERVOS
ANTQNIOX ZEPBOZX
1932-2020

Anefinoe ot 8 AexepPpiov 2020 o
Avtoviog XépBog , oefactd  pélog
Tov  Xuvdéopov pag. O Avtovng
yevvnOnke oto BaB0y I8akng to 1932,
OTmov ekel peyGlwoe Kal TEpaoce TA
modika tov xpovia. Eixe tnv evkaipia
va petavaotevoet otnv Néa Znlavdia
omv BOeia Tov, OmOUL élnoe emt&
xpovia  dovhevovtag kat Pondwvrag
TNV OLKOYEVELX TOV, Gormov NABe otnv
MeABolpvn pe TNV UNTéPA TOL KAL TOV
natpld Tov. Alépeve oto North Mel-
bourne kal aydmnnoe Tnv Kowwvia Kat To
opwvopo Football Club. Xnpavtiké ot
{wr) Tov NTav ov eixe YOpw Tovg Ppilovg
tou kat v I8aknoa kowvevia. To 1963
mavtpedTnke TNV Apyuvpolla Kat pali
avaBpeyav Tpia Tékva Tovg MavoAn,
AXe€avdpa kat Znon kat aflobnkay va
dovv eyyovia, Tnv Zon, Avtovn, Kativa
kot Badevtiva. E€aipetog ovluyog, ma-
Tépag Kat mannovg, Bu eivat mdvta ot
pviun OAwv.

Antonios Servos, also known to many as
Spaniolo was born in Vathi, Ithaca in 1932.
He grew up as an only child, however, this
did not hinder his ability to become one of
the more well-known kids in Vathi. With
his mischievous and outgoing nature, he
certainly made a name for himself from a
young age.

Antonios was given the opportunity
to leave Greece and travelled to New
Zealand where he lived with his aunty
and cousins. Instead of having the chance
to go to school, Antonios began working
to help his aunty’s family. He spent seven
years in New Zealand before moving to
Melbourne to be with his mother and
stepfather. Living in North Melbourne, he
instantly fell in love with the community,
and started his love affair with the North
Melbourne Football Club.

An important part of the maturing of
Antonios, was the presence of his close
friends and the strong Ithacan community
that surrounded him throughout his
life. In 1963 he met the love of his life
Argiroula whom he cherished and spent
the remainder of his life with. Together
they raised three beautiful children:
Manuel, Alexandra and Zison. He was
dedicated to providing his children with
the best life possible. Manuel, the oldest
of the three, married Aphrodite who went
on to provide Antonios with the first of
his grandchildren, Zoe and Anthony.
Zison married Antonia, who blessed him
with two more grandchildren, Katina and
Valentina.

We will remember Antonios for a certain
story, joke or his witty one-liners. He lived
a long and fulfilling life and left us with
countless memories and a great legacy
which we will all treasure forever. He will
be missed deeply by all those he loved and
loved him. We could not have wished for
a better husband, father, grandfather or
friend.
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OMIRO DELLAS
OMHPOX AEANATIOPTAZ
1934 2020

Anefiooe otigc 2 AexepPpiov 2020
T0 ayanmntd  pélog Tov XuvSéopou
pog, o Ounpog AgAlamdprag amd 1o
xwpd Ayo Iwavvn 16&kng. O Ounpog
ntav tékvo Twv HAia kot Alovuoiag
AeMamodpta Kat To TedevTaio matdi TG
owkoyévelag, adeddpog tng Awartepivig
Kot Tov ekMmoviov Dotn, Tepacipov,
Zoxapatng, Iavaywwtn, Tewpyiov  kat
Anpov. ' HABe otnv MeAPovpvn 10 1955
mov ftav OAa T adéAdia Tov, HOvo o
Anpog épetve otnv 10dxn. Aovheve oto
pavapuo touv adedpov touv epdotpov.
To 1968 mavipebinke TNV ZTALPOLAX
Aaykovon and v E€wyr kat anoxktnoav
dvo Kkopeg, Tig Atovuaio kat EXévn. T pia
ewkoounevraetia epyalotav oro Wool-
worths (Safeway), apooiwpévog Kat ev-
oewvndnrog otnv Sovleld tov, OTOUL 1)
vnnpecia Tov avayvepicdnke amd toug
mpoloTapévoug Tov. Hrav évag kaldg ot-
KOYEVEL&PXNG, KaAd¢ dvBpwrog kat aya-
TNTOG o€ GAoug.

XtovOunpo

Egpuye 0 Opnpog

0 yiog Tou ptrapputra Aid
Twpa TTAEOV KATOIKEI
ae AAAn yeirovia

‘Eguye aTto Tagidl Tou

TTOUVaI TO TEAEUTAIO

TTOU SUATUXWG YIa OAOUG HOG
€ival kai To polpaio

2TO OJOPYPO TOU TO VNTi
Oev Ba avayupiael
ouTE Kal KpUOo TTIa VEPO
Ba el atro T Bpuan

‘Hoouv movoyuyog avBpwirog
Mia xpuon kapdia

TETOIO KOPDIA £XOUVE

MOvo pIKpd TTaidId

Ekei médvw tTou Ba TTOg
TTOAAOUG Ba guvavTnoElg
YOVEIG OU Kal TTEBEPIKA
10 QiAo gou ABa Mwpaitn

2¢ mrepipevel Ounpe
Kal Ba g€ aykaAIdaEl
oTav ayEowg Ba e Ol
TO X€pI gou Ba TaoEl

AUTKOAOG O ATTOXWPITHOG
TMKPO gival TO avTio

OTaV UIO PEPA AVAXWPEI

0 €vag atrd Toug dUo

Navai To xwpa eAappu
QUTO TTOU O€ OKETTALE!
avBpwIToUG gav Kal gévave
n yn duokoAa Byddel

Evayyelia Mopaitn

Omiros Dellas was born on the 25
November 1934 in the village of Ai Yianni,
Ithacato Iliasand Dionysia Dellaporta, the
youngest sibling of Gerasimo, Zaharati,
Panayioti, Giorgio, Nina and Dimo. In
1955 when he was twenty years old, he
migrated to Melbourne to join members
of his family who had migrated earlier.
He worked at his brother Gerasimos’
fruit shop in Glenhuntly and learnt the
ropes of running a fruit shop. This held
him in good stead when he applied for a
job in the fruit and vegetable section of
Woolworths Templestowe. He worked
there for twenty-nine years from 1986
until his retirement in 2015 when he was
acknowledged for his unstinting service
and strong work ethic.

In 1968 he married Stavroula Lagcousis
from Exoghi. They had two daughters,
Denise in 1969 and Helen in 1981. Soon
after his arrival in Australia, he was
introduced to Aussie rules football by
Anthony Drakopoulos, astaunch Essendon
supporter. At one particular Essendon
match, Omiro decided to barrack for
the opposing team which happened to
be Melbourne and he remained a loyal
Demon supporter from that day. Omiro
passed away suddenly on 2 December
2020. A caring and loving person, he will
be sadly missed by his family and friends
in the Ithacan community.

LAMBIA NOUTSATOS
AAMIMIA NOYTZATOY
1941-2020

Anefiwoe otig 15 NoepPpiov 2020 1
ayarnnt) Aapria (IMia) Novtodtov ano
v Akpata Ilehomovviicov. To 1963
oto Queensland, n Ilia mavrpevTnKe
tov Anuitpn Novtodro and v E€wyn,
anoktnoav dvo tékva tnv EAévn kat tov
Niko. Eixav ¢teidel To omiTikd 10U 01N
BploPdvn, ad\& apyotepa akolovOnoav
TNV KOp1 TOUG TTOL TTAVTPEVTNKE Kot NADe
omv MelBovpvn. Taideyav mOANES
dpopég otnv 10akn kot Akpdrta, Ta pépn
mtov yevviOnkav. ASiwOnke and ta madik
NG Kot TOLG CLVTPOPGOUG Tovg Yvonne and
Bill, Técoepa eyyovia kat tpia Sioéyyova.
Mk evxdplotn, Xapoyehaotn Kupio O
eival mavta otn B0on OAwv.

The Society was saddened to hear of the
passing on 15 November 2020 of Lambia
(Pia) Noutsatos after a long and courageous
battle with illness. Pia is survived by her
husband, member of the Society, Dimitri
Noutsatos, children Helen and Nick,
their partners Bill and Yvonne, her four
grandchildren, Dimitri, Petrina, Pia and
Demi, and three great-grandchildren. Pia
and Dimitri married in Queensland in 1963.
They set up home in Brisbane and when their
daughter married and moved to Melbourne,
they eventually followed suit. Pia and Dimitri
enjoyed many trips back to Ithaca where they
stayed in the family home in Exoghi as well
as visiting Pia’s birthplace, Akrata, on the
Western Peloponnese. Pia was a warm and
gracious lady, always with an endearing smile.
She will be sadly missed by her family and
friends in the Ithacan community.

GEORGE POLITES
1926- 2020

Long-time member of the Society, George
Polites will be remembered for his passion
for ballroom dancing and the dancing
shoes which he would carry in his bag
wherever he would have the opportunity
to dance. George was born in Melbourne,
the son of Spyridoula (Loula) Vlassopoulos
and Spyros Polites. His parents were early
immigrants to Melbourne, his mother left
Vathi, Ithaca in 1920, aged fifteen, whilst his
father hailed from Lefkada. The death of his
father in 1929 when George was only three
years old, left his mother facing difficult
times as the kiosk the couple had opened
on St Kilda Pier in 1923 was in considerable
debt. George and his older brother
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Nicholas spent time in an orphanage, so
their mother could accumulate savings to
support them. George completed a five-
year apprenticeship as an electrical fitter
with the State Electricity Commission at the
Richmond Power Station and later opened
Polites Radio & Electrical Shop, firstly in
Brunswick Street Fitzroy and moving later
to Bell Street Pacoe Vale South. In 1995,
George visited Ithaca, realizing his mother’s
unfulfilled dream to return home.

ALMA PAIZES
1931-2021

Alma (Ermie) Paizes was born in Australia
on the 26 June 1931 to Kosta and Helen
Theodore and grew up in Carlton with her
siblings who were all born in Cyprus. At a
young age, Alma’s mother became ill and as
her siblings were working, Alma left school
and cared for her. Being the most proficient
in English, she would accompany her
mother to the regular doctors’ and hospital
visits. Sadly, Alma lost her mother when
she was just fifteen.

She met her husband Spiro Paizes while
staying with her aunt in Albert Park. She
would meet secretly with Spiro for a coffee
or a milk shake and make up excuses to
her strict father about where she was
going. On one occasion her father caught
her out, so Spiros came up with the perfect
answer - he proposed. They married in
January 1953 in the Greek Orthodox
Church in East Melbourne. Alma was
instantly attracted to Spiro’s love of dance.
As Alma’s father did not allow her to go
to dances when she was younger, meeting
Spiros brought a breath of fresh air to her
life. Alma and Spiro were a sight to behold
jiving on the dance floor or dancing a
zembekiko at many an Ithacan Club
function. Alma loved Elvis and Greek
music as well as listening to Dean Martin,
Frank Sinatra and Gene Kelly.

Alma learned dressmaking and worked
for years at Myer Melbourne and Figgins
Diorama in Collins Street. She was
excellent at her job, and being a very good
salesperson, she received bonuses where
the company would send her on all expense
paid holidays to Mornington, which for
Alma was as exciting as going to Paris!

Alma took great pride in her appearance,
dressing  elegantly, always colour
coordinated, her hair regularly set and
nails done, in pink of course, her favourite
colour. Wearing her gold jewellery or her
pearls, she would finish off with a spray
of Chanel. Alma was a social butterfly.
She loved going to the Ithacan Club and
AHEPA and was supportive of their
various fundraising and social events;
in her latter years she particularly loved
attending the Bingo days.

Alma’s children, De-arn, Colin and Nick,
recall road trips to NSW and South
Australia for holidays, barbecues with
family and friends, Alma’s exquisite rolled
pavlova and mouth-watering finikia and
fish and chips on Friday nights. Alma
enjoyed travelling and relaxing with a
crossword or jigsaw or watching her
favourite TV series including The Bold
and the Beautiful!

Alma was an organiser with a strong work
ethic. She loved beautiful things. She loved
her garden, in particular her gardenias,
and any animals landing on her doorstep.
She dearly loved her two grandsons Kosta
and Niko and they loved her in return.
She will be remembered for her smiling
face, her laughter and love of a good joke,
and for being a caring, loving, supportive
mother, grandmother, sister and friend.
She will be missed by all those who walked
their journey beside her.



ANTUANETA TSOUCALAS
ANTOYANETA TXOYKANA
1933-2021

AneBilwoe otnv MeABolpvn otig 2 MapTtiou
2021, n ayannt) Avtouvavéta (Afta)
Tooukald. H Afta yevvriBnke oto Babu
16dKng, kopn Twv NikoAdou kat NOUGLKAG
ZavBomnouAou, adeAdn tou BapPapn. Ta
A adéAdLa Toug xaBnkav amo emdnuieg
NG TOTE EMOXNG- MeTd ta SUCKOAA Xpovia
TNG KATOXNG N OLKOYEVELX HETOLKNOE OTNV
ABnva. Itnv ABrva n Afta yvwploe tov
Xopahaumo TOOUKOAQ Kol MAVIPEUTNKAV
To 1956. To 1958 amdktnoav Tov yLO Toug
Mavvn Kal MepLUEVOVTAG TO SEUTEPO TEKVO
toug Niko, petavaoteuoay otnv Auctpalia
To 1959. Htav e€pyatiki Kol akoUPAOTH.
AfLwBnke va xapel eyyovia kat Stogyyova.
Mavtote Oa eival otn BUunon oAwv, pa
KaAR gUyeviKn Kupla.

Mum was born in Vathi, Ithaca in 1933 to
Nafsika and Nicholas Xanthopoulos. She
survived a major infection as a child; her
siblings were not so lucky and died of the
disease with the exception of her brother
Varvaris. Following the difficult war years
of the 1940s and the constant danger
and food shortages, the family moved to
Athens, while occasionally holidaying in
Ithaca during the warmer months. In 1953
while in Ithaca the large Ionian earthquake
struck, destroying most of the houses in
Vathi, so my grandmother Nafsika quickly
organised a boat to safely return to Athens.

Mum met our father Charalambos
Tsoucalas (Harry) in Athens, and they
married in 1956. After losing a daughter
at birth in 1957 mum gave birth to John in
1958. While pregnant with Nicholas, Mum
and Dad bravely emigrated to Australia in
1959, living for a time in North Fitzroy
with our grandparents. Mum immediately
started working at Latoof & Cabhill where
she produced complex dresses in the days
when everything was made in Australia
by migrant workers. It was hard work in
the 60s. In the 1970s Mum worked in the
family service station in West Coburg, next
to the house, in the days when filling up
petrol was full service, unlike today. Mum
would pump petrol, check cars under the
bonnet, inflate tyres and more, not once
complaining about the hard work and the
long hours. We have fond memories of
the holiday home in Portarlington which
was a source of escape and enjoyment,
especially during school holidays. Mum
and Dad would always have guests around
to enjoy a barbecue or fresh grilled fish
from the boat.

Mum later settled in her Surrey Hills unit,
enjoying her independence well into her
80s, and tending to her garden of flowers,
vegetables, especially tomatoes, and even
harvesting olives from her tree. She was
well known in Scheele Street and became
much loved by her neighbours, who
entrusted her to look after their houses if
they went away on holidays.

When Mum’s health turned for the worse,
she asked to be put into care, which was
a brave decision by such an independent
woman. She was always very pragmatic
and enjoyed her last few years at Fronditha
in Templestowe which provided a superb
level of care. Here she continued to knit for
relatives, the staff and their grandchildren.
She will be remembered for her genuine
love for everybody and her never
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ending support when problems seemed
overwhelming. Mum would simply advise,
“Tomorrow will be a better day’.

Love you Mum, John & Leanne Tsoucalas,
Nicholas & Paula Tsoucalas, grandchildren
George, Katherine, Lily, Paul and Ruby,
and great granddaughters Natalia and
Levi. You will always be in our hearts.

JOHN MORAITIS
FANNHZ MQPAITHZ

Anefinoce oty MeABolpvn otig 18
Iavovapiov 2021 o Tékvvng Mowpaitng
etV 87 amd 1o Babv I0dkng. Amod pikpr
nAwia eixe mdBog ylo TN HOLOIKN Kot oTTO
dwdeka eTwv dpxloe va pabaivel caodpwvo
Kal KAapvéto. Zta Sekatpia Tov Xpovia
éytve  amodektog ot Dappoviki
Opxnotpa  18akng.  Ewkooté€l  xpovav
ta€ideye otnv Kavdnila Enpopépou, omov
yvopioe v Avva Mmnovpa. ITavtpedtnkav
T0 1959 kat anmoxktnoav Tpia Tékva. To 1965
anopactoav va EABOUV OLKOYEVELAKDG 0TV
Avotpohia yia éva KaADTEPO HEANOV.

Epydobnkav okAnpd kot peyolwoov
pa alooéPaoctn owoyéveln. O Tdvvng
dovlevovtag nueprola epyaoia, ouvexloe
va aoxoleital petd tnv Souleld pe TNV
ayarnuévn  tov povokr. Emaile oe
HOUCIK& ouyKpoThpata, Kabmg emiong
ta  Xoapfatokvplaka,  Tyawve ot
eEMnvik&  ynpokopeia g  Dpovridag
oto Templestowe «at Northcote, va
Staokedaoel pe T HOUGIKN TOU, TOUG
NAKopévoug  pog. Afiodnkav pe TNy
Avva kot taideyav TOANEG Ppopég oTnVv
1®daxn. O Tdvvng petd 1 ovvtaln tou
amoldpPave pio oA {wf} oTo oTIiTL TOUL
pa ta tadid Kot eyyovia Tou.

John Moraitis will be sadly missed by his
Jamily and friends. A skilled saxophonist,
John will be remembered by those who
enjoyed his music and were mesmerised
by the sounds of his saxophone.

IN MEMORY DONATIONS
AQPEEZ EIZ MNHMH

$50 Ross Andrews & Cynthia
Koutsoukis in memory of
George & Sia Andrews

$500 Voula Castan (Brisbane) in memory
of much loved brother
Denis Syrmis

$30 Anthony & Florence Drakopoulos
in memory of Antuaneta Tsoucalas

100€ Nrevil & TCiva Ale€avdpdrov
(ABfva) e1g pvrpn ayarnuévng
untépag Invedonng Ipocalévrn-
Aleavdpatov

$100 Evayyehia Mopaitn €1g pviun
ayamnnpuévou ouivyou
ABavaciov Mepaitn

$50 ®pedepixn Palov & DotovAa
Kwotomovhou &1g pvrun
ayannpévou adeddpov
AOavaciov Mwpaitn

$100CAN Kaootag Moppeong (Kavadd)
€1g LN ayarnpévov aderpov
Anpntpn Mopgéon

$50 Iwaxeip & Mapiva kat Avva-
Mapioa Meyahoyévn €1g pvrpn
TIOAVAYQTINHEVG KOPNG KAl
ader¢png Kovhag Meyaloyévn

Eig pviun Avovueiag IToAitn

$100 T'epdoipog IToitng e1g pviun
ayarnuévng ou{vyou

$50 EXévn BAaooomovlou

$30 Tewpylog & EZmuptSovia
KoutoouPéhn

$20 Niva Pavtomotlov

Eig pvrjun Opnpov AeAdandpta

$50 Niva Pavtomovlou eig pvrpn
TOALAYATINHEVOUL adeAPOD

$50 EXévn Bhaooomovlov

$40 Avtovng & DAopevg Apakortoviov

$30 Tewmpylog & Tmuptdovia
KovtoouBéhn

NORTH ITHACA
FAMILY TREE - yiamas PROJECT

Initiated by Nick Sikiotis (Romantsa)
using the MyHeritage database the
‘tree’ currently includes thirty fami-
lies and 2500 people. As people
become members, their family tree is
joined with NIFTy and they are able
to trace back 13 generations.

To join, there is a ‘Site-Invite, one-
off nominal registration fee of $A29
(discounted for active members of
the Ithacan Philanthropic Society).
The ‘Site-Invite’ provides unlimited
time access allowing you to search
and find relatives and connections.

Each year, 10% of registration fees
is donated to the Children’s Cancer
Hospital in Sydney.

For further information please email:
NorthithacaFamilyTree@gmail.com
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Andrew Pippos’ widely praised debut
novel “Lucky’s” was shortlisted for the
Mud literary prize 2021 and has been
longlisted for the Matt Richell New Writer
of the Year for 2021. The book follows the
lives of Pippos' characters as they respond
to failure and success and is set in the café
world of outback NSW. In an interview
with Iris Papathanasiou, Neos Kosmos,
27 March 2021, “Lucky’s”™ A must-read
saga by Greek Australian author Andrew
Pippos - Neos Kosmos, Pippos explains
why he wanted the café world to be at the
heart of the book.

His vyiayia’s café
in the town of
Brewarrina in
NSW was the most
important  place
of his childhood
“where all the
cousins and uncles
and aunties met”
and where “story
telling was a big part of what we did,
every day around the dinner table, late at
night after the café closed.” It was where
he learnt about Greek mythology and
where his love of storytelling began. He
wanted to capture this world in his first
novel because the café world he knew no
longer exists.

A former journalist, Andrew has a
doctorate in Creative Writing and tutors at
the University of Technology in Sydney. His
Jather’s family hailed from Ithaca and his
mother from Derry in Northern Ireland.
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Ootiotnkav Tvppfoiika Kripia
Iconic buildings lit up in blue and white on the 25 March 2021 to celebrate
the Bicentennary of Greece’s Independence
PwToypagieg: Avw TO KTipIo Tou kevTpikou ai1dnpodpopikou aTtabuou, Flinders
Street Railway Station, MeABoupvn (Nick Bourdaniotis Bourdo Photography), KaTtw
TO KTipI0 TNG OTTEPAG OTO ZUdVEl, Sydney Opera House (Photo: The Greek Herald)



